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INTRODUCTION

The nineUnited Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names (convened
in 1967,1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992998, 2002 and 2007) have adopted d¥plutions.

Under the guidance of Max de Henseler, a former Secretary of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN), the resolutions of the first four confevesrees
grouped under general subject headings, and documented for the Fifth Conference held in
Montréal in 1987.

Following that conference, the Secretariat of the Canadian Permanent Committee on
Geographical Names* compiled a compendium to include allr¢kelutions of the first five
conferences; subsequent editions addedolutions from the SixthSeventhand Eighth
Conferences. Now, thisurrent edition includes the ldesolutions adopted at thidinth
Conference. To make this reference volume as Liasfpossible, the footnotes and references
have been updated to facilitate consultation, and a table has been included to indicate under
which subject heading each resolution is to be found.

In 1987, the considerable variation in scope, importanceapplicability of the resolutions was
noted. Therefore, following the Fifth Conference, UNGEGN created a Working Group on
Evaluation. Among its tasks was the evaluation of all resolutions from the perspective of their
substantive effects on the state ofographical names standardization at national and
international levels. The first edition of this document proved to be a useful tool for this
Working Group and the regularly updated compendium has continued to be a basic reference
work.

It is hoped thathe current edition wilagainbe a valuable reference for all those involved in the
work of UNGEGN andin preparing for the Tth UN Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names.

Helen Kerfoot
Chair, UNGEGN
2007

*  The Canadian Permartebommittee on Geographical Names became the Geographical Names Board of
Canada in March 2000.
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A. RESOLUTIONS LISTED BY SUBJECT

1. UN CONFERENCES ON THE STANDARDIZATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL
NAMES

112 Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names

The Conference

Noting the importance of the standardization of geographical names and the great interest shown
in this subject by the numerous participants in the Conference from the States Members of the
United Nations and members of the spec@lizagencies, as well as interested international
organizations,

Appreciatingthe work that has been accomplished by the participants in this Conference,

Recognizing the necessity of standardizing geographical names for both national and
international usge,

Recommend#o the Economic and Social Council that the second United Nations Conference on
the Standardization of Geographical Names be held not later than the last quarter of 1970.

/1 Third United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Gegraphical Names

The Conference

Noting the results of the work accomplished in the standardization of geographical names by the
States Members of the United Nations and members of the specialized agencies as well as by the

interested international orgaations,

Further notingthat these results were for the greater part due to the impetus given by the First
United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recognizingthe important contributions to this work made by the Secondfe@ence, as
reflected in the resolutions that have been adopted,

Further recognizinghe necessity of continuing this important work,

Recommend$o the Economic and Social Council that a third United Nations conference on the
standardization of geograjghl names be held not later than the first half of 1977.
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/1 Fourth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names

The Conference

Noting the importance and necessity of continuing the work on the standardization of
geograpical names on both the national and international levels by States Members of the
United Nations,

Further notinghe important contributions of this Conference, as well as the contributions of the
First and Second United Nations Conferences on the Stinathon of Geographical Names,

1. Expresses its appreciatiom the Government of Iran for its offer to act as host country
for the fourth United Nations conference on the standardization of geographical names;

2. Recommenddo the Economic and Soci&ouncil that the fourth United Nations
conference on the standardization of geographical names be convened in Iran not later than the
first half of 1982.

224 Use of the Arabic language as a working language at future United Nations
Conferences on theStandardization of Geographical Names

The Conference

Consideringthat since 1975 the Arabic language has been a working language of the General
Assembly of the United Nations and of some of its organs,

Noting that seven Arab States have participatethe Third United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names and that not less than 15 such States are expected to
participate in the fourth conference,

Noting also that the Arabic language is understood by eight delegations (b#methose of

Islamic States) attending the Third Conference and that the number of delegations that
understand the language thus constitutes almost one third of the participating delegations,

Consideringthat the Arab States are willing to bear in partirofull the cost of making the
Arabic language a working language of the fourth conference,

Recommendghat Arabic be made one of the working languages of future United Nations
conferences on the standardization of geographical names and meetingSroiughef Experts.

Iv/1 Fifth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
The Conference

Noting the results of the work accomplished in the standardization of geographical names on
both the national and international levkeisthe States Members of the United Nations,
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Further notinghe important contributions made by the Conference to this work,
Recognizinghe necessity of continuing this important work,

1. Expresses its appreciatiom the Government of Canada for itfen to act as host for
the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names;

2. Recommendsto the Economic and Social Council that a Fifth United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names be held iraGatddter than the
second half of 1987.

v/l Sixth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
The Conference

Noting the positive results of the work accomplished on the standardization of geographical
names at both theational and international levels by States Members of the United Nations,

Noting alsothe essential role played by the present Conference in toedowtion of those
efforts,

Recognizinghe necessity of continuing this important work,

1. Expresses & appreciatioio the Government of Morocco for its offer to act as host for
the Sixth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names;

2. Recommendgo the Economic and Social Council that the Sixth United Nations
Conference on thé&tandardization of Geographical Names be convened in Morocco in the
second half of 1992.

VI7 National reports
The Conferenge

Recognizing that the national reports submitted by each country to the United Nations
conferences on the standardization gafographical names contain much information that is
useful for the consideration of the various items of the agenda of the conferences,

Bearing in mindthat, in order to make an adequate evaluation of the progress made by all
participating countries, is important that the documents relating to each item of the agenda be
made available to the conferences on time and, when necessary, by each participating country,

1. Recommendshat the United Nations Secretariat, when sending invitations to Member
Staks to participate in the conferences, attach a detailed plan (model) for the drafting of national
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reports, providing specific guidelines for countries to follow in reporting on the progress made in
the standardization of geographical names since the pngosmhference;

2. Also recommendghat the necessary steps be taken to ensure that all the national
reports to be discussed at a conference are distributed to participating countries at least one
month before the conference is due to begin.

V/8 Reports of international organizations concerned with the standardization of
geographical names

The Conference

RecallingEconomic and Social Council resolution 1314 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968, by which the
Council requested the United Nations Group of Expert§&engraphical Namespter alig to
collect information issued by international organizations dealing with the standardization of
geographical names,

Considering that, in order to avoid duplicating the work done by various international
organizations on th standardization of geographical names, the Group deems it advisable that
those organizations themselves develop standardization activities,-drdination with the
Group,

Recommendsthat all officers responsible for maintaining liaison with those rivatonal
organizations prepare written reports on the activities of the organizations for submission to each
United Nations conference on the standardization of geographical names and each meeting of the
Group and that, in the absence of such liaisorcef§, the Secretariat request the organizations
themselves to provide such reports.

VI/6 Seventh United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names

The Conference

Noting the positive results of the work accomplished on the stdimddion of geographical
names at both the national and international levels by States Members of the United Nations,

Noting alsothe essential role played by the present Conference in the coordination of those
efforts,

Recognizinghe necessity of comuing this important work;
1. Expresses its appreciatida the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for its

offer to act as host for the Seventh United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names;
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2. Recommenddo the Economicand Social Council that the Seventh United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in the Islamic Republic
of Iran in the second half of 1997.

VII/2 Eighth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geogrdpcal Names
and twentieth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names

The Conference

Noting the positive results of the work accomplished on the standardization of geographical
names at both the national and international ldwelStates Members of the United Nations,

Noting alsothe essential role played by the present Conference and by the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names at its nineteenth session,

Recognizinghe necessity of continuing this importanink,

1. Recommendso the Economic and Social Council that the Eighth Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in the second half of 2002;

2. Also recommend$o the Economic and Social Council that the twentieth session of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names be convened during the fourth quarter
of 1999;

3. Further recommendthat the Economic and Social Council continue to support the
important work of the secretariat of the Group of Experts regardingstdredardization of
geographical names.

VIII/16 Ninth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
and the twentysecond session of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference

Noting the progres made in the work of the standardization of geographical names, at both the
national and international levels, by States Members of the United Nations,

Noting alsothe essential role played therein by the present United Nations Conference on the
Standarzation of Geographical Names and by the sessions of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names,

Recognizinghe necessity of continuing this important work,
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1. Recommendgo the Economic and Social Council that the Ninth Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in the second half of 2007,

2. Also recommend$o the Economic and Social Council that the twesggond session of
the United Nations Group of Experts on Geogiepl Names be convened in 2004.

IX/1 Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
and the twentyfifth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference

Noting the achievements and the progress made in the work of geographicak nam
standardization at both the national and international levels,

Noting alsothe essential role played by the present Conference and by the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names at its twdotyth session,

Recognizingthe necessity ofontinuing this important work with the support of the Economic
and Social Council,

1. Recommendsto the Economic and Social Council that the Tenth United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in 2012;

2. Also recommendgo the Council that the twentjifth session of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names be conventifirst half of 2009.

2. UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

I/1 United Nations Permanent Committee of Expert®n Geographical Names
The Conference

Recognizinghe importance of a continuing effort by States Members of the United Nations and
members of its specialized agencies and other interested international organizations for
advancing the standardizationgdgographical names,

Consideringthe United Nations to have the most appropriate means for providing the facilities
for such an effort,

Recommend#o the Economic and Social Council that a United Nations permanent committee on
geographical names be credt consisting of experts, to provide for continuousicbnation and

liaison among nations to further the standardization of geographical names and to encourage the
formation and work of regional groups,
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Further recommend$o the Council that the compten of the United Nations Permanent
Committee of Experts on Geographical Names should reflect geographical/linguistic distribution,
that it should be assisted by the services of a secretariat within the United Nations, and that the
members of the Comméaeé should meet annually, beginning in 1968 their Governments'
expense,

Reguestshat the Secretariat of the United Nations continue to act as the central agency to follow
up the clearinghouse functions for geographical names by:

(a) Collecting infomation concerning technical procedures and gazetteers;

(b) Collecting data on techniques and systems used by countries in the transliteration and
transcription of geographical names;

(© Disseminating to all States Members of the United Nations and mendjeits
specialized agencies all information on the work of the Permanent Committee of
Experts on Geographical Names as well as on the work of Member States as reported
to the United Nations, utilizing where feasible existing United Nations periodicdls a
other means of communication available.

/2 Work of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

The Conference

Noting the excellent work performed by the Group of Experts on Geographical Names in the
period since the First Conferem held at Geneva in 1967, including the organization of this

Second Conference,

1. Recommendshat the Group of Experts continue to be guided by the statement of aims,
functions andnodus operandiontained in the report on its second session held ichME370;

2. Further recommendbat the Group of Experts undertake the preparatory work for a third
conference at a date to be determined in the near future.

/3 Name of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

The Conference

Having consideredhe report of theAd Hoc Group of Experts on Geographical Names on its
third session,

Noting that the group is now a continuing body and that the term "ad hoc" is no longer
appropriate,
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Recommendshat the Group of Experts should be offity named the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names.

/4 Linguistic/geographical divisions

The Conference

Noting the listing of the linguistic/geogphical divisions in the repofYol. 1, 1967, p. 7) of the
First Conference on thgtandardization of Geographical Names,

Recognizingsome of the preferences as stated in the present Conference,

Recommendshat, for the time being, the titles of the linguistic/geographical divisions be the
following:

United States of AmericaCamda

Latin America

United Kingdom group

Dutchspeaking and Germaspeaking group
Norden

Romance languages, other than Latin America
Europe, east central and sowethst

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Arabic

10. Asia, southwest,other than Arabic

11. Indian group

12. Asia, southeast

13. Asia, east

14. Africa south of the Sahara

CoNorwWNE

/5 Divisional activities and meetings
The Conference

Having consideredesolution 7 of the First United Nations Conference on the Standardipétion
Geographical Names and resolution 19 of the second Conference,

Considering als@he growing productiveness of divisional and interdivisional meetings and co
operative undertakings as reported to this Conference,

Recommendsthat the divisions continuend expand such activities and forward to the
Cartography Section of the Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport, Department of
Technical Ceoperation for Development, United Nations Secretariat reports of meetings as they
are held, of agreememnas they are reached and ofoerative programmes as they are initiated.
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/26 African linguistic/geographic divisions

The Conference

Noting that resolution 4 of the Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names signated Africa South of the Sahara as one linguistic/geographic division,

Recognizingthat this division is now divided into divisions designated Africa, East and Africa,
West,

Further recognizinghat the objectives of the Conference will be betteieaed by making the
divisions more realistically representative,

Recommendghat the number of the African linguistic/geographic divisions in the United
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names be increased to three, under the following
titles;

(a) Africa, West
(b) Africa, Central
(© Africa, East

IVi21 ~ Commendation of the work of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference

Recognizinghe positive results of the efforts and work carried out by the United NatiangG
of Experts on Geographical Names,

Considering alsahe growing influence of the documents prepared by the Group of Experts on
Geographical Names on the national and international development of standardization of
geographical names,

1. Recommenddhat the Group of Experts should continue its efforts to standardize
geographical names at the national and international level;

2. Also recommendsthat the Economic and Social Council should express its
appreciation of the efforts of the experts of thdouws countries which have made it possible to
achieve the existing level of standardization of geographical names.

IV/I22  Principles of activities and structure of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference
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Noting the ugfulness of the activities of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names,

Noting alsothat in order to improve the effectiveness of its future activities, it may be necessary
to review the form of the basic documents, which are United hMatlecisionsmodus operandi
aims and functions and rules of procedure, defining the activities of the Group of Experts,

Acknowledgingthat the available documents should identify precisely the essential principles of
the activities and structure of tl&oup of Experts,

Noting furtherthat there are several relevant documents which have been prepared separately,

Recommendshat the Group of Experts should examine the possibility of preparing a document
combining and modifying, where appropriate, theasate documents referred to above.

IV/23  Statement of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names of
aims and functions and its effect on Working Groups

The Conference

Noting that the Group of Experts on Geographical Names adoptadtement of aims and
. . .2
functions at its ninth session,

Taking noteof function 11 of the statement, which read as follows:

"Take steps to make the working groups of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names more effective:

"(a) Working Groups will be established only where the tasks assigned to them have a
direct bearing on the aims of the Group of Experts.

"(b) The need for the existence of working groups will be reviewed at successive
sessions of the Group of Experts for the purpo$esntinuing or terminating their mandates.

"(c) Immediately after conferences, the Group of Experts will discuss and evaluate
conference proceedings. Working Groups and their mandates will be evaluated. New working
groups will be formed as required"

Consideringthat this statement provides a means whereby the Group of Experts can operate
more effectively,

Recommendthat the activities of the Working Groups should be governed accordingly.
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IV/24 Divisional activities

The Conference

Consideing that the Geographical/Linguistic Divisions are a fundamental element in the
structure of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Considering furthethat the Divisions are particularly well qualified to recognize problems of
standadization of geographical names common to their geographical/linguistic areas,

Noting that certain divisions have made outstanding progress in the development of solutions
concerning name standardization,

Recognizingthe necessity of extending the exchangf experience and information among
different divisions,

1. Recommendshat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names should

continue to encourage the Geographical/Linguistic Divisions to be more active in implementing
the decisions ofhie United Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names,
as applicable, in working out reporting schedules on their activities to all States within their
Divisions and to the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names;

2. Remmmends furthethat the Divisions should promote the exchange of information
among them and, for this purpose, should make available to the other divisions, as frequently as
possible, the results of their work in the way deemed appropriate.

IV/I25  Funding support of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
The Conference

Confirmingthe requirement for the continued operations of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names,

Recommendshat the Cartography Section of tNatural Resources and Energy Division of the
Department of Technical Gaperation for Development of the United Nations Secretariat, on

behalf of the Conference, should investigate the possibility of the provision of funds by the
appropriate United Natianagency for the financing of the meetings of the Group of Experts.

V/I2 Statute of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
The Conference

Noting that, by resolution 22, the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names recommended that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
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Names examine the possibility of preparing a single document defining the structure and
activities of the Group,

Noting alsothat, at its twelfth and thirteenth sesss, the Group adopted the statute of the
. . . 3
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Consideringthat the statute was prepared in accordance with the recommendation made by the
Fourth Conference in its resolution 22,

Recommendshat the statte of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
should henceforth be the basic document governing the work of the Group.

VI3 Creation of a Celtic Division and an East Mediterranean Division (other than
Arabic)

The Conference

Consideing that the composition of the linguistic/geographical divisions should enhance the
work of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

. . 4 .
Notingthe preferences expressed by the Group at its eleventh and twelfth sessions,

Noting alsothe proposals made by the Group to establish a Celtic Division and to divide the
present Asia SoutkiVest Division (other than Arabic) into two divisions, namely, an Asia South
West Division (other than Arabic) and an East Mediterranean Division (other thhit)jra

Recommendthat the number of linguistic/geographical divisions in the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names be increased by two, as follows:

Celtic Division;
East Mediterranean Division (other than Arabic).

V/4 Work performed by the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names and its future activities

The Conference

Recognizing the positive results achieved by the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names,

Consideringhat during the period between it#d Nations conferences on the standardization of
geographical names the Group is the only body within the United Nations system dealing with
problems relating to geographical names at the international level,
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Wishingto ensure that the activities of toup are maximized at all times, and to consolidate
those programmes that most effectively promote national and international standardization,

1. Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
continue to pursue actively itegponsibilities as defined in its statute and in accordance with the

resolutions adopted by the present Conference;

2. Recommends algihat a working group be established within the Group to:

€) evaluate the activities of the Group and investigate fagginoaches and new avenues
to achieve its goals and objectives in the most efficient manner;

(b) review the resolutions adopted by the United Nations conferences on the
standardization of geographical names and report on their implementation; and

(© report on its findings to the Group at its fourteenth session.

V/10 Co-operation with the Pan American Institute of Geography and History
The Conference

Recognizinghat other international organizations have an interest in programmes concerning the
standardization of geographical names,

Aware that the programmes of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
concerning undersea features and etdreestrial features have been effectively transferred to
the International Hydrographic r@anization and the International Astronomical Union,
respectively, and that the interests of the Group are represented by a liaison officer with both
organizations,

Aware alsothat the Pan American Institute of Geography and History has formally expresse
support for the programme of the Working Group on Gazetteers and Geographical Names of its
Cartography Commission,

Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names:

(@) Recognizethe potential of the Pan American Institute aéa@raphy and History for
accomplishing worthwhile objectives in its areas of operation;

(b) Establishliaison with the Institute to ensure optimal collaboration between the two
bodies.
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Vi/1 Creation of an Africa South Division, a Baltic Division andan Eastern Europe,
Northern and Central Asia Division

The Conference

Consideringthat the composition of the linguistic/geographical divisions should enhance the
work of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Recommendthe creatiorof the following new linguistic/geographical divisions, to be called:
Africa South Division;

Baltic Division;
Eastern Europe, Northern and Central Asia Division.

VI/2 Reactivation of the Latin America Division
The Conference

Consideringhat the linguistic/geographical division of Latin America was not represented at the
Sixth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recommendshat the countries of Brazil, El Salvador, Mexico, Portugal, Spain and Venezuela
reactvate this division, initially composed of those six countries, but later strengthened by the
participation of all the countries of Latin America.

VI/3 Statement of the aims and functions of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

TheConference

Noting that in resolution 4, the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names recommended that a Working Group be established to evaluate the
activities of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographicaleda

Recallingthe statute of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Iﬁanhﬁsh
contained the aims and functions of the Group,

, . : 6 . . :

Noting that the Working Group has prepared a revised versibthe aims and functions of the
United Nations ®up of Experts on Geographical Names designed to give the Group of Experts
a more active role,

Consideringthat the revision of the statute of the Group of Experts proposed by the Working
Group is an initial step towards improving the functioning ofGneup of Experts,
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Recommendshe adoption of the aims and functions of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names, as revised by the Working Group.

Vi/4 Working group on evaluation

The Conference

Noting that the Fifth United Nation€onference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
established a Working Group to evaluate the activities of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names, including a review of resolutions adopted at the five United Nations
conferences othe standardization of geographical names,

1. Complimentsthe Working Group on Evaluation on the completion of its task and
acknowledges its disbandment;

2. Endorseshe recommendations of the Working Group on Evaluation regarding:
(@) The actions cosred by the revised aims and functions of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names (resolution 3 of the Sixth United
Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names);

(b) The classification of conference resolutions adowy to their relevance to the
work of the Group of Experts;

(c) The need for the Secretariat to maintain a list of national geographical names
authorities;

(d) The need to request oral presentation of only the summaries of written reports of
countriesand divisions, at United Nations conferences on the standardization of
geographical names;

(e) The need to promote national and divisional activities.

VI/5 Working group on publicity and funding
The Conference

Noting the need to increase the irgst of the international community in the standardization of
geographical names,

Noting alsothat there is a lack of dissemination of information, of both a popular and a
professional nature, on current work, past achievements and benefits derived from
standardization,
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Noting furtherthat this lack of publicity material stems from, among other reasons, a lack of
funds,

Noting the need for funding for the activities of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names,

1. Recommendshe establisment of a Working Group on Publicity and Funding within
the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names, to work in close cooperation with
the United Nations Secretariat;

2. Also recommendshat the Working Group investigate methods and mearsasuring
that adequate funds be allocated to the activities of the Group of Experts.

VI/12 Liaison with the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research
The Conference

Recallingthe existing statute (1987, revised 1992) parts | (b), and Il (HheotUnited Nations

Group of Experts on Geographical Names, by which information on the work of national and
international bodies on the standardization of geographical names is to be collected, and by
which liaison with other international organizationsaliley with related subjects is to be
maintained,

Awarethat the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, as a scientific advisory body to the
Antarctic Treaty System, has a Working Group on Geodesy and Geographic Information, which
is responsible forallating geographical names in the Antarctic,

Noting that the Group of Experts needs to be adequately informed of the naming activity taking
place in the Antarctic,

Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names:

(a) Recognizethe working procedures on Antarctic plat@mes being established by the
Working Group on Geodesy and Geographic Information of the Scientific Committee
on Antarctic Research;

(b) Establish liaison with the Committee for the purpose of promoting comationc

between the two bodies and providing the Group of Experts periodically with a written
report on relevant activities of the Committee.

VII/1 Creation of a French-speaking divisiorl

The Conference
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Consideringthat Frenckspeaking countries face common set of issues from both a toponymic
and a cultural point of view, and that for those countries, a chance to be in the same division
would be likely to facilitate their participation in the work of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographichlames (UNGEGN),

Recommendshat the following division be added to the divisions of the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names:

Frenchspeaking Division.

VII/2 Eighth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographictames
and twentieth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names

The Conference

Noting the positive results of the work accomplished on the standardization of geographical
names at both the national and international levelsd@gSMembers of the United Nations,

Noting alsothe essential role played by the present Conference and by the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names at its nineteenth session,

Recognizinghe necessity of continuing this important work,

1. Recommendso the Economic and Social Council that the Eighth Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in the second half of 2002;

2. Also recommendto the Economic and Social Council that the twentieth session of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names be convened during the fourth quarter
of 1999;

3. Further recommendthat the Economic and Social Council continue to support the
important work of the secretariat of the Group of Experts regarding theastization of
geographical names.

VII/7 Cooperation and agreements with consumer enterprises
The Conferencge

Recalling resolution 5 of the Sixth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names by which the Working Group oblieily and Funding was created,
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Noting the continuing difficulty of securing the funds necessary to conduct the much needed
activities of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names, including publication,
outreach, and training,

Recogniing the substantive need for wide dissemination of standardized place names in the
global marketplace for use by commercial ventures, communications firms, international
software developers and others,

Recognizingthat the private sector is prepared tdeerinto various funding and sponsorship
arrangements with Governments,

1. Recommendshat the United Nations Secretariat, as soon as possible after the Seventh
Conference and well before the twentieth session of the Group of Experts, promulgate the
existing guidelines or otherwise recommend guidelines covering the engagement of the Group of
Experts in cooperative agreements and sponsorships with elements of the private sector;

2. Further recommendat the Group of Experts actively pursue the undemgitf the
activities proposed by interested parties in the private sector;

3. Requestshat the Secretariat report progress in this area at the next and future meetings
of the Group of Experts.

VII/10  Support
The Conference

Recognizinghe importace of the work of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names and of the Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Noting that, in the framework of restructuring the Secretariat of the United Nations, the reduction
of staff is being achieved by not filling the positions of personnel who retire or separate
otherwise from the service of the United Nations,

Noting also that the number of officials serving the United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Nanfess decreased from five to one, and that the only one
still in service will also shortly be retiring from the United Nations,

Consideringthat the continuity of the secretarial work of the United Nations Group of Experts
and of the United Nations Confemees on the Standardization of Geographical Names is
essential,

Requeststhe Secretarfseneral to ensure the continued availability of officials with the
necessary expertise and experience in cartography and/or the standardization of geographical
names toprovide the relevant support to the United Nations Group of Experts and to the
Conferences.
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VII/13  Liaison with the International Organization for Standardization

The Conference

Noting that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Nanwsha International
Organization for Standardization share an interest in several subject areas,

Recognizingthat an exchange of information between the two could promote standardization of
geographical names,

1. Recommendshat the Secretariat liaiset ISO in order to encourage ISO to take note

of relevant Conference resolutions on romanization, and suggests that ISO, through the
Secretariat, liaise with the Working Groups on Country Names, Romanization Systems and
Toponymic Data Files and Gazetteers

2. Recommends furthéhat the United Nations Secretariat investigate the feasibility and
desirability of establishing stronger links between the Group of Experts and ISO;

3. Requeststhat the Secretariat report the conclusions of its investigatioth wi
recommendations, to the Group of Experts at its twentieth session.

VII/14  Access to and archiving of technical papers
The Conference

Recallingresolutions 1 and 5 of the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Namem which it was recommended that the UNGEGN secretariat serve as a
documentation centre and clearing house,

Recognizinghe amount of information that has been presented at past Conferences and meetings
of UNGEGN and its working groups,

Recognizing furtbr that the collection of technical papers held by the UNGEGN secretariat is
incomplete and that accessing and making available the information in them efficiently and
effectively is therefore difficult,

1. Urgescountries to ensure that the UNGEGN seamiat is supplied with the material
necessary to fulfil its functions in this regard;

2. Recommendseeking the support and assistance of countries to catalogue and index
the information in the technical papers they hold, in coordination with the UNGEGHtariat;

3. Recommends furtheahat assistance and support be sought from a country or countries
to reproduce the documentation in a form that makes it more accessible to all;

4, Recommends alsthat, from now on, the secretariat collect and maimaditechnical
materials and papers.
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VIII/5  Joint meetings of the linguistic/geographical divisions and working groups of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

The Conference,

Consideringresolution 7 of the First United Nations Corgece on the Standardization of
Geographical Names,

Considering alsahe success achieved at the joint meeting of the East Central andEastith
Europe Division of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names and the
Working Group on Toponyio Data Files and Gazetteers of the Group of Experts,

Noting that the exchange of ideas, experience and materials at such a joint meeting would further
the accomplishment of the recommendations and resolutions of the present Conference,

Recommendsthe catinued organization of joint meetings of the linguistic/geographical
divisions and the working groups of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical

Names to address substantively regional needs in the areas of toponymic training, data files and
gazetteers, romanization systems, publicity and funding, and terminology.

VIII/8  Assistance to the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group

The Conference,

Noting that the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group endeavoesiablish
a spatial data infrastructure for the United Nations,

Noting alsothat the Working Group has identified standardized geographical names information
as a crucial and fundamental component of this infrastructure,

Recognizinghe role of the Unite Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names in assisting
the United Nations in matters pertaining to geographical names,

Recommendshat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names collaborate with
the United Nations Geographic Inforrizat Working Group in the design and construction of the
toponymic component of the United Nations spatial data infrastructure,

Also recommendghat the Group of Experts, through its structure of working groups and
divisions, actively facilitate the provan of standardized geographical names information from
appropriate national authorities to the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group.
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VIII/16 Ninth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
and the twenty-second session of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference

Noting the progress made in the work of the standardization of geographical nhames, at both the
national and international levels, by States Members of the UnitéonSa

Noting alsothe essential role played therein by the present United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names and by the sessions of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names,

Recognizinghe necessity of coimuing this important work,

1. Recommenddo the Economic and Social Council that the Ninth Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in the second half of 2007;

2. Also recommend$o the Economic and Social Council that the twesdyond session of
the United Nations Group of Experts on Geogiepl Names be convened in 2004.

IX/1 Tenth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names
and the twentyfifth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geqgraphical Names

The Conference

Noting the achievements and the progress made in the work of geographical names
standardization at both the national and international levels,

Noting alsothe essential role played by the present Conference and by iteel Niations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names at its twdotyth session,

Recognizingthe necessity of continuing this important work with the support of the Economic
and Social Council,

1. Recommendsto the Economic and Social Council that the Teftnited Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names be convened in 2012;

2. Also recommenddo the Council that the twenfifth session of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names be convened in the first half of 2009.
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IX/2 Organization of the twenty-fifth session of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names on the African continent

The Conference

Noting that thus far all sessions of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
have feen held in Europe of Northern America,

Noting alsothe little progress made for the most part by African countries in the field of
geographical names standardization

Recognizingthat the majority of African countries experience difficulties in pgrtiting at the
sessions of the Group of Experts in Europe and Northern America

Affirming the important role of geographical names in economic, social and cultural
development, particularly in the developing countries,

Recallingthe resolution adopted lixe Committee on Development Information in Africa at its
fifth session, held in Addis Ababa from 29 April to 4 May 2007, concerning the organization of a
session of the Group of Experts in Africa,

Recommendsthat the twentfifth session of the United Nians Group of Experts on
Geographical Names be held on the African continent, in cooperation with the Economic
Commission for Africa, at a United Nations duty station, provided that the necessary support
facilities (including interpretation in the six affal languages of the United Nations) are made
available.

IX/3 Creation of a Portuguesespeaking Division
The Conference

Consideringthat Portuguesspeaking countries face a common set of issues from both a
toponymic and a cultural point of viewa that, for those countries, the opportunity to be in a
common division would be likely to facilitate their participation in the work of the United
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Noting that, at its twentyfourth session, the Group okperts agreed to the establishment of a
Portuguesespeaking Division,

Recommendsthat the Portuguesspeaking Division be granted full recognition as a
linguistic/geographical division of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names.
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3. INTERNATIONAL CO -OPERATION IN THE STANDARDIZATION OF
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

/31 A common understanding of the aims and objects of the international
standardization of geographical names

The Conference

Recognizinghe desirability of attaining a commamderstanding of the aims and objects of the
international standardization of geographical names,

1. Recommendshe following general definition in connexion with the continuing study
by the Group of Experts of the field of application of internatioreidardization:

"International standardization of geographical names is that activity aiming at the
maximum possible uniformity in the form of every geographical name on the earth and
of topographical names on other bodies of the solar system by meamsiarfah
standardization and/or international agreement, including the achievement of
equivalences between different writing systems";

2. Further recommendthat, as far as possible, the standardized local names should be
used in maps and charts which @meended for international use and also in all international
publications in which geographical names do not appear in the running text, such as international
time-tables or tables of international statistics. Where geographical names appear in ttge runnin
text in international publications in a given language, exonyms may be used, but in such cases it
is desirable that the standardized local geographical names should also appear in brackets.

11/33 International co-operation in the standardization ofgeographical names
The Conference

Having discussethe problem of the international standardization of geographical names and its
field of application,

Recognizingthe difficulty of this problem and the necessity of establishing contact with
interestedinternational organizations, such as the Universal Postal Union and the International
Telecommunication Union,

Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names continue to
study this problem in coperation with such organizatien
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IV/2 Acceleration of work on standardization of geographical names

The Conference

Noting that, during the period since the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization
of Geographical Names there has been a change in emphasis frexethéon of large special
projects to a more general need for development of land use and natural resources, land
redistribution, conservation of the environment and the preservation of natural resources, all of
which necessitates unambiguous referendde naming of physical entities,

Noting further that international organizations, aid authorities, government departments,
engineering and mining contractors, and agencies concerned with land use, water resources,
agriculture, mineral exploration and w#dopment require detailed general planning
documentation and that geographical names constitute a major element in such documentation
and in the identification of administrative elements, land title and a wide range of other legal
documents,

Recognizinghat discrepancies occurring in geographical names on maps have been experienced
by all concerned with such subjects and that this confusion is compounded by similar disparities
in the names to be found in material and documents issued for purposes Bacis@®tation

and tourism, economic studies and telecommunications, and that variant names result inevitably
in doubt and sometimes total confusion causing unnecessary expenditure of time and money,

Recognizingurther the cultural and social importanmiegeographical names,

Recommendghat the standardization of geographical names should be accelerated by all
possible means.

V/6 Promotion of national and international geographical names standardization
programmes

The Conference

Recognizingthe importance of geographical names as significant elements of the cultural
heritage of nations, and the economic advantage of standardizing national geographical names,

Recommendsthat State authorities be encouraged to provide appropriate support to
standrdization activities and that the standardization of geographical names be recognized as an
important part of their programmes of internationabperation and technical assistance.
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VI/8 Information from countries regarding changes in geographicknames

The Conference

Bearing in mindthe political changes which have occurred in the world during recent years and
which have a direct bearing on geographical names,

Recommendshat wherever possible, every six months countries transmit informatiamding
changes in geographical names to the Secretary of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names in order to enable the Secretariat to disseminate that information through
the UNGEGNNewsletteror any other relevant publication, at @snvenience.

4. TOPONYMIC GUIDELINES FOR MAP AND OTHER EDITORS

IV/4 Publication of toponymic guidelines for map and other editors
The Conference

Recognizinghe desirability of international exchange of information concerning the main facts,
measures and achievements in the field of national name standardization,

Noting that within the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names progress has
. . . 8 .
been made in this respect since its eighth session,

1. Recommendsghat countries should be @wuraged to publish and keep-tgpdate
toponymic guidelines for map and other editors which may enable cartographers of other
countries to treat correctly all problems of cartographic toponymy of the countries that produced
such guidelines, and which mbg of help to all users in interpreting maps;

2. Further recommendthat those guidelines contaimter aliaand as appropriate, the
following items:

@) Legal status of geographical names in the respective languages of multilingual
countries;
(b) Alphabets of the language or languages and furthermore, in the case-Rbman

alphabets and scripts, the officially introduced romanization keys;

(c) Spelling rules for geographical names;
(d) Aids to pronunciation of geographical names;
(e) Linguistic substrata recognizable in the existing place names, but only as far as their

knowledge may be of benefit to the cartographer;
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() Relationship between dialect(s) and standard language(s);

(9) Peculiarities of dialect and areal distribution of the maitedts;

(h) Areal distribution of languages within multilingual countries;

0] Names authorities and measures taken in names standardization;

()] Source material,

(k) Glossary of words necessary for the understanding of maps;

()] Abbreviations in offical maps;

(m) Administrative division;

3 Recommends alsthat the toponymic guidelines submitted by Augtsihould serve as

a sample of format and contents;

4, Further recommendthat a correspondent should be appointed by the United Nations
Group of Experts on the Standardization of Geographical Names -wrdinate the work of
developing national toponymic guidelines and to maintain communication with national experts
involved in the development of such guidelines.

V/11 Differentiation of toponyms from other map text
The Conference

Noting the difficulties and misunderstandings that may arise in distinguishing toponyms from
nontoponymic text on maps,

Recognizingthat users whose native language is different from that used on a map may have
particular difficulties in this area,

Recognizing alsehat the automated scanning of maps by optical electronic means may facilitate
the automated recording of toponyms,

1. Recommendshat a clear typographical distinction be made on national topographica
maps between toponyms and text that serves other purposes;

2. Also recommendsthat the methods of differentiation be explained in national
toponymic guidelines for map and other editors.
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V/14 Publication of toponymic guidelines

The Conference

Recalling resolution 4 on the publication by countries of toponymic guidelines for map and other
editors, adopted by the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names,

Noting that, while some countries have already complig@t hat resolution, many have not yet
done so,

Consideringthe key role played by such publications in attaining the objectives of national
standardization as the basis for international standardization,

Recommendshat countries be strongly encouragedpublish and keep up to date toponymic
guidelines for map and other editors dealinggr alig with the items listed in resolution 4 of the

Fourth Conference, and that the United Nations Secretariat provide appropriate assistance for the
publication ad dissemination of such guidelines.

VII7 Toponymic guidelines for map and other editors
The Conference

Noting with appreciatiothe increasing number of countries preparing toponymic guidelines for
map and other editors,

Consideringthat wider disemination of these toponymic guidelines is essential to maximize
their usefulness,

Recommends

(a) That toponymic guidelines be issued in combined volumes, in at least one of the
working languages of the United Nations,

(b) that provision be made to iss the guidelines, in th&orld Cartographybulletin.
5. NATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
1/4 National standardization

The Conference

Recognizingthat the national standardization of geographical names provides economic and
practical benefits to individualations,
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Further recognizinghat national standardization of geographical names by all nations is an
essential preliminary to international standardization,

1. Requeststhat the following recommendations on the national standardization of
geographicahames be reviewed by the proper United Nations authorities;

2. Urgesthat these recommendations be conveyed to all Member States and interested
international organizations for favourable consideration.
RECOMMENDATION A. NATIONAL NAMES AUTHORITIES

It is recommended that, as a first step in international standardization of geographical names,
each country should have a national geographical names authority:

(@) Consisting of a continuing body, or-codinated group of bodies, having clearly stated
authoity and instructions for the standardization of geographical names and the
determination of names standardization policy within the country;

(b) Having such status, composition, function and procedures as will:

(1) Be consistent with the governmentausture of the country;
(i) Give the greatest chance of success in the national names standardization
programme;

(i) As appropriate, provide within its framework for the establishment of regional or
local committees according to area or language;

(iv) Provide for consideration of the effects of its actions on government agencies,
private organizations and other groups and for the reconciliation of these interests,
as far as possible, with the lonange interests of the country as a whole;

V) Make full use of the services of surveyors, cartographers, geographers, linguists
and any other experts who may help the authority to carry out its operations
efficiently;

(vi) Permit record keeping and publication procedures that will facilitate the prompt
ard wide distribution of information on its standardized names, both nationally and
internationally.

It is recommended that those countries which have not yet begun to exercise their prerogative of
standardizing their geographical names on a national slasigd now proceed to do so.

It is further recommended that the appropriate United Nations office be kept informed by each
national names authority of its composition and functions, and of the address of its
secretary.

RECOMMENDATION B. COLLECTION OF GOGRAPHICAL NAMES

For each geographical name which is to be standardized, it is recommended that:

(@) The field and office research be as complete as possible in order to provide information on
the following points:
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(1) Written and spoken form of the ma and its meaning according to local
inhabitants;

(i) Spelling in cadastral documents and land registers;

(i) Spelling on modern and old maps and in other historical sources;

(iv) Spelling in census reports, gazetteers and other relevant docuresiiseo

(V) Spelling used by other local administrative and technical services;

(b) The local spoken form of the name be recorded on tape and written in the phonetic notation
approved by the national names authority;

(c) The character, extent and pawit of the feature named be determineth this regard it
should be noted that aerial photographs can provide useful supplementary information
and recorded as accurately as possible, and that the meaning of the generic terms used
locally be clearly diéned;

(d) If possible, at least two local independent sources be consulted for each inquiry.

It is further recommended that personnel responsible for the collection of names should have
training adequate to recognize and deal with the linguistic prabig@monetic system,
grammatical structure and orthography), geographic phenomena and terminology that they
are likely to encounter.

RECOMMENDATION C. PRINCIPLES OF OFFICE TREATMENT OF GEOGRAPHICAL
NAMES

It is recommended that each names authority ftatapyadopt and define the guiding principles
and practices that it will normally apply in the course of operation.

These principles and practices should cover:

(&) Formal procedures to be followed in the submission to the authority of proposals for new
names or changes in names;

(b) Factors that the authority will take into account when considering name proposals, such as:

(1) Current usage;

(ii) Historical background;

(i) Treatment in multilingual areas and in unwritten languages;

(iv) The extat to which hybrid names should be avoided;

(v) Avoidance of repetition of names;

(vi) Avoidance of more than one name for one feature;

(vii)  Clarification of the precise extent of application of each individual geographical
name, including the naming the whole and the parts of major features;

(viii)  Elimination of objectionable names;

(c) Rules of writing names applied by the authority;

(d) Procedures whereby all interested parties may express their views on a name proposal prior
to decision by ta authority;
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(e) Formal procedures for promulgation of the authority's decisions and for ensuring that
standardized names shall appear on the national maps.
In the elaboration of these principles it is recommended that:
(1) Unnecessary changing of naniesavoided,;

(2) The spelling of geographical names be as much as possible in accordance with the current
orthographic practice of the country concerned, with due regard to dialect forms;

(3) Systematic treatment of names should not operate to supeifisant elements;

(4) Where some names occur in varying or grammatical forms, the national names authority
should consider making one of these forms the standard name (for nouns that can be
declined, it will normally be the nominative case);

(5) In all countries in whose languages the definite article can enter into geographical names,
the national names authority should determine which names contain the definite article and
standardize them accordingly. For languages in which both definite andhitelébirms
exist for all or most names, it is recommended that standardization be based on one or the
other form;

(6) All countries set up standards for the use of abbreviations of elements in their geographical
names;

(7) A system be devised in each otny for the treatment of compound names.

It is further recommended that the names authority give adequate publicity to these principles
and practices.

RECOMMENDATION D. MULTILINGUAL AREAS

It is recommended that, in countries in which there exist e one language, the national
authority as appropriate:

(@) Determine the geographical names in each of the official languages, and other languages as
appropriate;

(b) Give a clear indication of equality or precedence of officially acknowledged names;

(c) Publish these officially acknowledged names in maps and gazetteers.

RECOMMENDATION E. NATIONAL GAZETTEERS

It is recommended that each names authority produce, and continually revise, appropriate
gazetteers of all its standardized geographicalesam
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It is further recommended that, in addition to the standardized names, each gazetteer include, as a
minimum, such information as is necessary for the proper location and identification of the
named features.

In particular, it is recommended that fiefowing be included:
(&) The kind of feature to which the name applies;

(b) Precise description of the location and the extent, including a point position reference if
possible, of each named feature;

(c) Provision for the parts of natural featuresbi additionally defined by reference to the
whole and for the names of extended features to be defined as necessary by reference to
their constituent parts;

(d) Such information on administrative or regional areas as is considered necessary and, if
possble, reference to a map or chart within which the features lie;

(e) All officially standardized names for a feature, if there are more than one; and provision
for crossreference to be made to names previously used for the same feature.

When national atiorities determine it possible, both technically and economically, they may
include such information on geographical names as gender, number, definite and indefinite
forms, position of stress, tone and pronunciation in the system of the Internationaidhone
Association and such other linguistic information as may lead to the better understanding
and use of names both nationally and internationally.

27 Assistance for programmes of field collection of names and of office treatment of
names

The Conérence

Noting the importance of field collection and office treatment of names for all countries of the
world,

Noting alsothe need, particularly for the developing countries, to draw up a systematic
programme for the field collection of names and tbéice treatment,

Consideringhat many countries lack qualified personnel and financial means,

Recommendshat the authorities and countries that are in a position to do so should give their
full support to the establishment of such a programme.
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/32 Dissemination of decisions by national authorities

The Conference

Having consideredhe problems connected with the standardization carried out by national
geographical names authorities,

Noting that many of the problems have arisen because dfirisat dissemination,

1. Reiteratesthe relevant recommendations contained in resolution 4 on national
standardization adopted by the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names, namely, that each national geographemmesn authority should
disseminate as widely as possible, particularly to other national authorities concerned and to the
United Nations Secretariat, not only the latest decisions on national geographical names but also
the names included in their geogragatiidictionaries, gazetteers etc.;

2. Recommendshat the United Nations Secretariat distribute such material as it receives
to those international agencies and organizations known to be interested, and to the members of
the United Nations Group of Expsrdn Geographical Names.

/4 Reliability statement on geographical names in documents
The Conference

Recognizinghe desirability of providing information on the basis of which users may judge the
accuracy of names contained in a particular nesnasce document,

1. Recommendshat in such documents information be provided on whether the names
concerned have been approved by the national names authority or are in a provisional form. In
either event the maximum possible information should be gedvas to the source of the names

- for example, whether fieldollected, gathered from documentary sources or specially
bestowed,;

2. Further recommendbat an assessment also be given of the degree of accuracy of the
names, together with an indicatiom their completeness and currency and, if appropriate, a
citation of previous documents that are now superseded as to names.

/16 National standardization
The Conference

Recalling that the First United Nations Conference on the StandardizatidBeofjyraphical
Names adopted resolution 4, regarding national standardization,
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Consideringthat many countries have their own national geographical names authorities with
status, composition, functions and procedures clearly outlined regarding officaiyastlized
geographical names,

Recognizingthat those national geographical names authorities have set up rules pertaining to
official standardization procedures,

Also recognizinghat according to the Second United Nations Conference on the Standandizat
of Geographical Names (see Vol. Il, 1972, p. 52) a standardized name is a name that has the
official sanction of a legally constituted entity,

Recommendshat to recommendation A of resolution 4 of the First United Nations Conference
on the Standardation of Geographical Names should be added the following:

"It is recommended that any changes made by other authorities in the names standardized by the

competent national geographical names authority should not be recognized by the United
Nations".

V/12 Collection of basic information on the national standardization of geographical
names

The Conference

Recognizingthat basic information on the structure of authorities responsible for standardizing
geographical names is both necessary and useful,

Also recognizinghat the United Nations Secretariat ensures liaison and plays a key role in the
area of information and documentation,

Recommendshat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names prepare and the
United Nations Secretariat aliibute a questionnaire to be completed by national names
authorities and make the results available to Member States; the questionnaire would deal with:

(a) The structure and functions of national names authorities;
(b) Toponymic data banks;
(© The content and presentation of gazetteers.

V/15 Establishment of national geographical names authorities
The Conferencge

Recalling resolution 4, recommendation A, of the First United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names,
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Notingthat a number of countries do not yet have national geographical names authorities,

Urgesthose countries that do not yet have national geographical hames authorities to proceed
without delay to establish them, with the status, composition, functionracddures specified

in resolution 4, recommendation A, of the first United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, using, where appropriate, the information collected in
pursuance of resolution 12 of the present Conference anthgeekenever necessary, technical
assistance from countries of the region and from the United Nations.

VI/9 Recognition of national standardization
The Conference
Recognizinghe cultural and historical significance of geographical names,

Aware of the sensitivity to deliberate changing of geographical names, which could lead to the
loss of cultural and historical heritage,

1. Discourageshe unauthorized changing of geographical names that have already been
established by a legally constitutedignand are nationally recognized,

2. Endorses and reaffirm&solution 16 of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, in which it was emphasized that geographical names
given and/or standardized by a body othemntithat nationally authorized, should not be
recognized by the United Nations.

VII/5 National standardization based on local usage

The Conference

Recalling its guidelines on the collection and official treatment of geographical names in
recommendatins B and C of resolution 4 of the first United Nations Conference on the

Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recognizingthe positive effect those guidelines have had on national standardization in many
countries,

Observingthat national standarditian programmes are often based on national map series
without benefit of investigation into current local usage,

Noting that the names of many features which do not appear on maps have yet to be collected,
and may therefore be lost,
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1. Recommendshat nmeasures be taken nationally to ensure that names yet to be collected
are recorded, using the methods described in the ahexmtéoned recommendations;

2 Further recommendthat, whenever possible, national standardization be based on
current local usagef mame forms, collected through field work.

VIII/1  Promotion of minority group and indigenous geographical names

The Conference,

Consideringthat the preservation of minority and indigenous group culture is recognized as
being an important aspect thie work of the standardization of geographical names,

Recalling the intent of the resolutions of earlier Conferences, namely, resolution 36 of the
Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names relating to
multilingual geogaphical names and resolution 22 of the Fifth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names relating to the recording and use of aboriginal/native
geographical names,

Recognizing that there are many agencies throughout the wodtivaedy pursuing the
retention/revitalization of minority and indigenous group culture through the recording,
recognition and promotion of the toponyms representing such groups,

Recognizing alsthat the promotion of this work will benefit the geographi@mes authorities
and the United Nations, as well as provide valuable information for the community in general,

Noting that Australia has offered to assist the United Nations Secretariat in the compilation and
presentation of a report on this work,

Remmmendsthat geographical names authorities throughout the world be invited to present a
summary of such activities for inclusion in a general report, scheduled to appear in 2007, on

these activities to be prepared by the United Nations for subsequeamigiaion to all
interested parties.

VIII/2  Commemorative haming practices for geographical features

The Conference,

Noting that the use of names of persons or events to designate features for commemorative
purposes or as geographical reminders dmmss an active practice,

Recognizingthat the attribution of a personal name to a geographical feature during the lifetime
or shortly after the death of a person is a widespread practice,
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Recallingthat, during a meeting of 1960, the United Nationsuprof Experts on Geographical
Names acknowledged that naming or renaming of a geographical feature to include the name of a
living person could be a source of problems,

Recognizinghat this practice is generally disadvantageous, as this type of desigisasubject
to subsequent changes not recommended by the Conference,

Noting that little guidance exists on the practice of adopting a personal name during the lifetime
or shortly after the death of a person,

1. Recommendshat the appropriate nationauthorities discourage the use of personal
names to designate a geographical feature during the lifetime of the person in question;

2. Also recommendshat the appropriate national authorities include in their guidelines
clear statements on the length of tinting period they wish to establish before using
a commemorative name.

VIII/9  Geographical names as cultural heritage

The Conference,

Recognizingthe emphasis placed by delegates to the Eighth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of €ographical Names on the importance of geographical names as part of a
nationds historical and cultural heritage,

Noting that the collection of geographical names in many countries of the world is made
increasingly difficult as a result of the rapid padesocioceconomic change impacting on society
and landscape,

Recalling the recommendation made by the Second United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names in its resolution 27, as well as the recommendations
made by the Seventh @ference in its resolution VII/5, that measures be taken nationally to
ensure that names that are yet to be collected are recorded through fieldwork according to local
usage of name forms,

Urgescountries that have not already done so, to undertake betBystematic collection of
geographical names and the promotion of a greater understanding among the wider public of the

significance of inherited geographical names with respect to local, regional and national heritage
and identity.

IX/4 Geographicalnames as intangible cultural heritage

The Conference
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Recallng its resolutions 11/27, 11/36, V122, VII/5, VIII/1 and VIII/9

Consideringhe Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage adopted by
the United Nations Education&cientific and Cultural Organization on 17 October 2003

Recognizinghat toponyms are indeed part of the intangible cultural heritage

Noting that the use of certain toponyms which provide a sense of identity and of continuity is
under a variety of tteats,

1. Encouragsthe official bodies responsible for toponymy to:

(a) Identify toponyms that meet the criteria for application of the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage;

(b) Submit them to the Committee set up by the Conventar approval,

(c) Prepare a programme to safeguard and develop that heritage in accordance with
article 2, paragraph 3, and article 18 of the Convention;

(d) Start implementing it.

2. Calls uponthe United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgaioizad give
sympathetic consideration to requests forpsup that the High ContractingaRies
submit to it for such activities.

IX/5 Promotion of the recording and use of indigenous, minority and regional language
group geographical names

The Conérence

Recognizingthat the task set by resolution VIII/1 adopted by the Eighth United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names has been completed with the
publication of version 1 of a summary report of activities undertakerriougacountries relating

to the promotion of the recording and use of indigenous and minority group geographical names,

Noting that the promotion of the recording and use of such names is a valuable aid to the
recognition retention and revitalization ofdigenous, minority and regional language group
heritage,

Recommends:

(a) That version 1 of the report as published in 2007 continues to be maintained and
updated;

(b) That a set of guidelines be compiled for field collection of indigenous, minority and
regional language group geographical names;
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(c) That, utilizing the various experiences from different countries, a range of models
(particularly with regard to legislation, policies and research procedures) for the
promotion of the recording and use of indigeslominority and regional language
group geographical names be gathered;

(d) That a dialogue between the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names and other national and international groups and academic bodies involved
with indigenous, minority @d regional language group geographical names be
initiated, to further the work on geographical names standardization.

6. REGIONAL MEETINGS

17 Regional meetings

The Conference

Recognizingthe success of the regional cartographic conferencekdtetihe initiative of the

United Nations and the bearing which these conferences have had on the convening of the
present United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recommends that

(a) Regional and subregional conferencémwdd be held at appropriate intervals to
discuss common problems connected with, and to further the standardization of, geographical
names;

(b) Groups of nations having certain common interests and problems should be

encouraged to meet at their own iafive and to report on progress made to the appropriate
subregional or regional conferences and to the United Nations.

/12 Sixth Congress of Academies of the Spanish Language
The Conferencge

Noting that there is a multilateral understanding amdreydreat majority of Spanisgpeaking
countries that their linguistic problems should be solved by joint agreement,

Considering furthethat the Sixth Congress of Academies of the Spanish Language is to be held
at Caracas in November 1972 under the aespof the Government of Venezuela,

Recommendshat the decisions of the Congress of Caracas be brought to the attention of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names.
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/19 Regional meetings

The Conference

Having consideredesolution7 on regional meetings adopted by the First Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names,

Considering alsthe success achieved at the regional meetings held in Latin America, as also in
the Norden division, the Europe east central and seasthdivision, the Dutclspeaking and
Germanspeaking division and the Arabic division,

Recommendsthat each division prepare and forward to the United Nations a proposed
programme of meetings within the division.

V/5 Bilateral and multilateral meetings

The Conference

Noting that between United Nations conferences on the standardization of geographical names
countries are involved in intensive activities connected with the standardization of geographical

names,

Noting alsothat the exchange of ideasd materials substantially contributes to the solution of
problems regarding two or more countries belonging to the same geographical area,

Recommendsthe organization of bilateral and multilateral meetings in the spirit of the
recommendations and restans of the present Conference.

VII/3 Standardization of geographical names and the United Nations regional
cartographic conferences

The Conference
Recallingthat geographical names constitute a key element of the cartographic field,
Taking noteof the rapid development of geographical information technology,

Noting the existence of regional cartographic conferences organized under the auspices of the
United Nations,

Noting alsothe responsibility and the mandate, on behalf of the Economic arial Souncil, of
the secretariat for the organization of such conferences,
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Recommendshat the United Nations Secretariat, acting as liaison, inform the special working
group on proposals for the reorganization of the United Nations regional cartographic
conferences of the concerns, deliberations and recommendations of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names and of the United Nations Conferences on the Standardization
of Geographical Names, as proposed in resolution 2 of the Sixth UNa&dns Regional
Cartographic Conference for the Americas.

VIII/5  Joint meetings of the linguistic/geographical divisions and working groups of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

The Conference,

Consideringresolution 7 of theFirst United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names,

Considering alsghe success achieved at the joint meeting of the East Central andEastith
Europe Division of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names end th
Working Group on Toponymic Data Files and Gazetteers of the Group of Experts,

Noting that the exchange of ideas, experience and materials at such a joint meeting would further
the accomplishment of the recommendations and resolutions of the presesreGoaf

Recommendsthe continued organization of joint meetings of the linguistic/geographical
divisions and the working groups of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names to address substantively regional needs in the areas of toptnaynmmg, data files and
gazetteers, romanization systems, publicity and funding, and terminology.

7. EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN TREATMENT OF GEOGRAPHICAL
NAMES

/18 Technical training of personnel
The Conferencge
Noting the worldwide interest irfield investigation and office treatment of geographical names,

Noting alsothe urgent need to train staff engaged in the field collection of names and in their
standardization,

Further notinghe proposal made by the representative of the Netherlawldhe representative
of the linguistic/geographical division that preparations should be made for a course of study
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covering a period of four to six weeks to be held in the summer of 1974 in cooperation with the
United Nations technical assistance program

Consideringthat international courses in the collection and treatment of names, such as those
planned to be held in Spain, are vital to the interests of all countries,

1. Recommendghat pilot training courses in the collection and treatment of same
should have all possible support from the authorities that are able to give it;

2. Further recommendihat the programmes of such courses be submitted to the United
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names for its advice and that formal notfifichti
the availability of such courses be forwarded to the Secr&angeral of the United Nations.

/15 Training courses
The Conference
Noting that some countries offer or plan to offer training courses in toponymy,

Further notinghat other cantries have a desire to obtain expertise in the field collection, office
treatment and standardization of geographical names,

1. Recommendshat preference be given to candidates from countries or divisions
indicating plans to offer courses of their own,

2. Further recommend$at those countries having technical assistance programmes offer
expertise to those countries asking for them and those planning to offer courses in toponymy
consider financial assistance to candidates selected to participabsénctiurses.

IV/5 Education in cartographic toponymy
The Conference

Noting that there exists a need for professional personnel with education in cartographic
toponymy,

Noting furtherthat very few universities and academies have cartographic togoay part of
the curriculum,

Recommendshat each country should aim at providing training in cartographic toponymy at the
university or corresponding academic level.
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IV/6 Course in toponymy

The Conference

Mgmnbf the success of the FirBilot Course in Toponymy, held in Cisarua, Indonesia,

in June 1985,

Recommendthe holding of similar courses and seminars in other geographic/linguistic divisions
and further recommends that a submission should be made by the Cartography Sebgon of t
Natural Resources and Energy Division, Department of Technicap€ation for Development

of the United Nations Secretariat on behalf of the Conference for the provision of the necessary
funds to provide for such courses and seminars.

V/21 Education and training
The Conference

Taking accountof the success and usefulness of the courses in toponymy held at Cisarua,
Indonesia, in June 1982 and Rabat, Morocco, in December 1985,

Taking account alsof the needs and resources, as discussed duripgebent Conference,

1. Recommendghat courses and seminars in toponymy be held in other geographical
divisions, with appropriate financial support from the United Nations, particularly in the
linguistic/geographical divisions of Africa East, Latin Aneariand the United States of America
Canada, for EnglishSpanishand Frenckspeaking participants, respectively;

2. Also recommendghat a syllabus for toponymic training courses, adaptable to the
needs of the countries concerned, be prepared by thedUNiations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names, to be disseminated with appropriate documents relating to Conference
resolutions, national toponymic guidelines, definitions of terms, indexes, data banks, the
structure of names authorities and methddsreparing toponymic inventories.

VI/13  Training courses
The Conference

Consideringthat there is still a major lack of experience in developing countries in the field of
toponymy,

Noting the great interest those countries have expressed in reggdzinnical assistance,

Recalling resolution 21 on education and training, adopted by the Fifth United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,



-43-

Recognizinghe positive impact of the training courses held between 1987 and 19%haula,

four Latin American countries, Indonesia and South Africa,

Bearing in mindhe substantial financial help offered by various Governments,

Recommendshat seminars and training courses on applied toponymy for participants from

developing countrie be financially assisted by the United Nations and be organized by the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names or other qualified experts.

VII/9 Standardization of geographical names utilizing the Internet
The Conference

Recognizingthe potential of the Internet to promote and realize the goals and resolutions of the
United Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recognizing furthethe importance of countries preserving their individual toponymic heritage
ard promoting the international use of their nationally standardized names by all available
means, including the Internet,

Noting that the establishment of toponymic Web sites on the Internet is technically achievable
now at low cost,

1. Recommendshat caintry toponymic Web sites be established and used for a variety
of purposes, including:

(a) Information on the standardization of geographical names;

(b) Toponymic guidelines;

(c) Information on training courses in toponymy;

(d) Nationally standardized nees;

(e) Interactive capabilities for handling geographical nhames enquiries;

() Facilitation of the international exchange of toponymic data;

2. Recommends furtheéhat the UNGEGN secretariat establish an UNGEGN Web site;
3. Recommends furthethat the Working Group on Training Courses in Toponymy

consider the development of an Interbased training course in toponymy;

4, Recommends furthehat access to data included on toponymic Web sites be provided
free of charge in the interests of internatiostahdardization.

VII/11  Teaching materials for training courses in toponymy

The Conference
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Taking accountof the efforts made by individual member States and experts in preparing
teaching materials for courses in toponymy,

Consideringthat only alimited number of trainees can be reached by conventional courses in
toponymy,

Also consideringhe need to provide potential trainees withtoqglate training materials,

Urgesthe organizers of courses in toponymy to make available a copy of theingeawterials

to the convenor of the Working Group on Training Courses in Toponymy, so that it can act as a
clearing house for all those searching for additionalougate material to be used at courses in
toponymy elsewhere.

VII/12  Training courses n toponymy in conjunction with sessions of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names

The Conference

Taking accounof the large number of toponymic experts participating in the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Recanizing the desirability of minimizing travel costs for members of the Group who wish to
acquire additional skills,

Encourageshe Working Group on Training Courses in Toponymy of the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names to consider azgamshort advanced training courses on the

subject of the standardization of geographical names to adjoin meetings of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names.

VIII/15 Support for training and publications

The Conference,

1. Expreses its appreciatioto Germany, the Netherlands and the United Nations through
the United Nations Statistics Division for providing funding for participants from developing
countries to attend the training course associated with the Eighth Conferenckee on t
Standardization of Geographical Names;

2. Stresseghe importance of this training and requests the Statistics Division, within
existing resources, to continue to provide funding for such training for participants from
developing countries;
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3. Recoaqizes the importance, for the foreseeable future, of both electronic and print
versions of documents available in all official languages of the United Nations, and in this
connection;

4. Requestshe Statistics Division to include irsipublication proggmme for théiennium
20042005 the following:

(@) A publication of about one hundred and sixty pages on romanization systems, and
formats and standards for toponymic data exchange;

(b) A basic manual of about one hundred and fifty pages on geograpaioak.

IX/10  Support for training and publications

The Conference,

Recallingresolution VIII/15, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names on this subject,

Acknowledging the support provided by th&nited Nations Statistics Division for
training courses on geographical names standardization,

Emphasizing the importance of such training, particularly for participants from
developing countries, as an essential element of national spatial data iofuasteund as
a means of safeguarding cultural heritage,

Recognizinghe importance of both electronic and print versions of documents available
in all official languages of the United Nations,

(a) Continue to provide funding for participation in topongrraining courses

(b) Further develop the website of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names into an effective reference and communication tool, including the uploading of
previous conference documentation in all official languagekseonited Nations;

(© Include in its publication programme:

(i) Addendum pages containingdiions made since 2002 to tk&ossary of Terms
for the $andardization of Geographical@inesof the Group of Experts;

(i) A press kit to assist countries in promgtirthe standardization of their
geographical names and the work of the Group of Experts
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8. TERMINOLOGY (INCLUDING GLOSSARIES)

1/19 Geographical terms

The Conference

Recognizinghe importance of geographical terms as used in a given region,

Urgesthat the recommendations that follow should be given complete and due consideration by
national names authorities.

RECOMMENDATION A. STUDY OF THE NATURE OF GEOGRAPHICAL ENTITIES

It is recommended that a study be made of the nature of geographicakentitch in a given
region have names, as well as the various meanings of the words used to designate those
features.

The studies may bring to light noteworthy facts which would allow a better understanding of the
geographical entities named. They magoaderve to bring out the deficiencies of ordinary
dictionaries in this respect.

RECOMMENDATION B. GLOSSARIES

It is recommended that national gazetteers should include a glossary, not necessarily published in
the same volume.

RECOMMENDATION C. DEFINITON OF "GENERIC TERM"
The approval of the following definition of "generic term" is recommended:

Generic term Term included in a geographical name, indicating the type of the named
entity and having the same meaning in current local use.

RECOMMENDATION D. DEFINITION OF "GLOSSARY"
The approval of the following definition of "glossary" is recommended:

Glossary Collection of generic terms with their meanings in geographical names.

/14 Technical terminology
The Conference
Noting the good progess made since the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization

of Geographical Names in listing and defining in various languages the technical terms used in
the standardization process, as illustrated in several documents of the Conference,
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1. Recommendshat the work be continued by the Group of Experts and its Working
Group on Definitions;

2. Further recommend$at the Experts or other representatives of Member States should
send to the Working Group for consideration any additions or amemtis which at any time

. . . 11
they consider desirable to the list of terms.

/16 Uniformity of presentation of glossaries
The Conference
Recognizinghe need for uniformity in the presentation of glossaries in gazetteers,

Further recognizinghat suchuniformity is difficult to pursue in detail,

Recommendhat:
(@) Each gazetteer or geographical dictionary should include:

0] An exhaustive alphabetized glossary of the designatory terms used in it, with a
brief explanation of their meanings;

(ii) An exhaustive alphabetized glossary of the generic terms occurring in it, with a
brief explanation as to their meanings and their regional distributions, and with
reference to the designatory terms under which they are headed;

(iii) An exhaustive glossaryf abbreviations of designations or of other codes used for
them;

(iv) An exhaustive alphabetized glossary of abbreviations used in maps on which the
gazetteer is based;

(b) Each gazetteer and geographical dictionary may include, where useful, aygloksar
frequently recurring name elements other than generic terms;

(c) The designatory terms and the brief explanations referred to in subparagraphs (a) (i) and

(i) above should be translated into one or more of the official languages of the UnitedsNation
where the original document itself is not in one of those languages.

/37 Standardization
The Conference

Observing that in Spanish the term "normalizacion" is the equivalent of the English
"standardization" and the French "normalisation”,
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Recanmendsthat in future the term "normalizar”" should be used instead of "uniformar" and the
term "normalizacion” instead of "uniformacién” in all documents in Spanish.

1]
The Conference

Noting that in French and Spanish the terms "latinisation" and I4atiion" are sometimes used
to translate the English "romanization”,

Having regardto the fact that "latinizar" implies rather "to translate into Latin" and that the
reference is to the adoption of the letters of that alphabet,

Recommendshat, in future in all documents in French and Spanish, "romanisation” and
“romanizacion” should be used instead of "latinisation” and "latinizacion".

/14 Glossary of technical terminology

The Conference

. . .12 . .
Noting that the glossary of technical terminologhasalmost been completed in the English and
French versions,

Further notingthat the Spanish version requires additional work because various definitions
contained inaccuracies,

Further notinghe need to finalize the glossary in all three languages,

1. Recommendghat the SpanisBpeaking nations review the present Spanish text and
put forward a revised version to the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names;

2. Further recommends that the term "national language" be considered by the United

: . : 13
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names for restoration to the glosaadythat the
following be added to the definition of "exonym"; "conversion from one writing system to
another does not, as a rule, result in 'exonyms";

3. Further recommersthat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
consider additions and amendments required in the present text.

IvV/8 Terminology glossary
The Conference

Noting that Arabic is to be introduced as an official language of the EconomdicSacial
Council and of United Nations conferences on the standardization of geographical names,
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Bearing in mindthat the United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names recommended the establishment of a glossary of the terrginokeyl in the
standardization of geographical names and that the English, French and Spanish versions of that

bl
glossary are available,

Being awareof the importance of that glossary for the harmonization of definitions, the
clarification of concepts artthe determination of the meanings of technical terms,

Recommendgshat the Documentation, Reference and Terminology Section of the Translation
Division of the United Nations Department of Conference Services should, in collaboration with
the Arabic Servicef the Translation Division, establish the Arabic version of that glossary.

VI/11  Glossary of Toponymic Terminology
The Conference

Noting that a new glossary has been prepared by the Working Group on Toponymic
Terminology, as recommended by the tddiNations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
at its fifteenth session,

Noting furtherthat, in accordance with the same recommendation, the glossary was compiled, in
the first stage, in English only,

Recognizingthat, to achieve maximum effect ihet standardization of geographical names at
national and international levels, the glossary should be available to as wide a readership as
possible,

1. Recommends

@) That the Working Group on Toponymic Terminology be asked to continue to function,
with the aim of producing a multilingual dictionary of toponymic terminology to
include the remaining five official languages of the United Nations;

(b) That the United Nations Secretariat be asked to supply, within an agreefilatinge
and within existing reources, a translation of the new Glossary from English into each
of the other five official languages of the United Nations;

2. Recommends furthethat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names, at its sixteenth session, appoint one oe mpperts to the Working Group to coordinate
and be responsible for the translation into each of these languages;

3. Recommends alsthat the Working Group on Toponymic Terminology be asked to
review the glossary periodically and update it as necessary.
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VIII/3  Working Group on Terminology of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference,

Noting that the newGlossary of Terms for the Standardization of Geographical Nvess
prepared by the Working Group on Terminologytie six official languages of the United
Nations, namely, Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish,

Noting alsothat theGlossaryhas now been published,

Recognizingthat changes in terminology will require additions and/or amendmentseto th
definitions of terms,

1. Wishedo express its appreciation and thanks to the members of the Working Group on
Terminology for having contributed their expertise and time on a personal and
voluntary basis in compiling th&lossary of Terms for the Stand&ation of
Geographical Names

2. Recommendthat the Working Group on Terminology continue to function, with the

aim of reviewing theGlossaryperiodically and updating it as required by a procedure
to be agreed upon by the members of the Working Group

9. LIST OF COUNTRY NAMES

/6 List of country names

The Conference

Consideringthat a working group of the Group of Experts on Geographical Names has brought
. . . 16.
nearly to completion a multilanguage list of names of countries,

Noting that the Brminology Service, Translation Division, Department of Conference Services
of the United Nations Secretariat is also concerned with this and related matters,

1. Recommendshat the Group of Experts on Geographical Names bring to completion
the list of cauntry names on which it has been working;

2. Recommendgurther that the Group of Experts on Geographical Names concurrently
explore ways of cordinating its work with that of other offices or departments of the United
Nations Secretariat, including ti@rminology Service.
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/17 Names of countries

The Conference

Recognizinghe desirability of avoiding new exonyms,
Recommendshat every country use in its language(s), for newly independent countries and for

countries that adopt new names, thoaenes that correspond, as far as possible, to the official
local names of the countries concerned.

IV/10  List of country names
The Conference

Consideringthe interest in the list of country names being prepared by the Working Group on a
List of County Names of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Noting that further information is required to complete the list,

Recommendshat each country should -@perate in this task with the United Nations Group of
Experts on GeographicBlames.

IV/I11  Maintenance of the list of country names
The Conference

Noting that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names has a programme to
prepare and to maintain a list of country names,

Recognizingthat the United Nations Documiation, Reference and Terminology Section has a
similar programme,

Recommendsthat the two activities should be -oodinated and that the United Nations
Documentation, Reference and Terminology Section should be approached by the Cartography
Section of he Natural Resources and Energy Division, Department of Technicap&ation

for Development of the United Nations Secretariat to assume full responsibility for maintenance
of the cited list after it has been published.

VI/10 List of country names

The Conference
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Recallingthat the Working Group on Country Names of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names submitted to the Group of Experts at its twelfth session, in implementation
of resolution 6 of the Third United Nations Confereran the Standardization of Geographical
Names and resolution 10 of the Fourth Conference, a list of country names in the official
language(s) of each country.

Noting that, in the case of languages not written in the Roman alphabet, names should be
accomnied by their romanized version through a romanization system recognized by the

United Nations, or, in the absence of such a recognized system, through any other romanization
system,

Noting alsothat the names of the countries in the six official langsagf the United Nations
were compiled with the assistance of the United Nations Documentation Reference and
Terminology Section,

Noting furtherthat the Documentation, Reference and Terminology Section issues and regularly
updates a list of country namisthe six official languages of the United Nations, but that the
list of country names in the official language(s) of each country that is recognized by the United
Nations is not disseminated or updated,

Recalling resolution 11 of the Fourth United Nais Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names,

Recommendghat a list of country names in their official language(s) be established and
regularly updated.

VII/8 List of country names
The Conference

Recalling resolution 10 of the SixtiUnited Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names,

Noting that the UNGEGN working group on country Names had submitted to the Seventh
Conference a list of country names in the official language(s) of each céﬁntry,

Noting alsothatthe Documentation, Reference and Terminology Section of the United Nations
Secretariat issues and updates on a regular basis a terminology bulletin of country names in the
six official languages of the United Nations but that the bulletin does not intiedeames of
countries in their official language(s),

Further notinghat there are certain differences between the names issued by the Documentation,
Reference and Terminology Section and the forms recommended by the UNGEGN Working
Group,

Recommendshat the UNGEGN list of country names, in their official language(s) and in their
romanized form as well as in the three working languages of UNGEGN, be updated on a regular
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basis and regarded as a reference for all cartographic applications, both natidnal a
international, published in the Roman alphabet.

VIII/12 Standardization of names of countries

The Conference

Recallingresolution VII/8 of the Seventh United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names, in which the Conferenoted certain differences between the names of
countries published by the Documentation, Reference and Terminology Section of the United
Nations Secretaritt and the forms recommended by the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names,

Consideing that it is desirable for the various entities of the United Nations to use the same
names of countries in the official language(s) of each country and in the official languages of the
United Nations,

Considering alsdhat, because of the mission atmimpetence of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names, harmonization and consultation should be sought with the
various entities of the United Nations involved in activities concerning geographical names,

Recommendshat Terminology andReference Section of the United Nations Secretariat and the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names should consult when updating their
lists of the names of the countries of the world in the official languages of the United Nations.

10. PREPARATION OF GAZETTEERS

I/A(E) National gazetteers (National Standardization. Recommendation E.)

It is recommended that each names authority produce, and continually revise, appropriate
gazetteers of all its standardized geographical names.

It is further recommended that, in addition to the standardized names, each gazetteer include, as a
minimum, such information as is necessary for the proper location and identification of
the named features.

In particular, it is recommended that the following beluded:
(@) The kind of feature to which the name applies;

(b) Precise description of the location and the extent, including a point position reference
if possible, of each named feature;
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(c) Provision for the parts of natural features to be additiomefined by reference to the
whole and for the names of extended features to be defined as necessary by reference
to their constituent parts;

(d) Such information on administrative or regional areas as is considered necessary and, if
possible, reference tomap or chart within which the features lie;

(e) All officially standardized names for a feature, if there are more than one; and
provision for crosseferences to be made to names previously used for the same
feature.

When national authorities determint possible, both technically and economically, they may
include such information on geographical names as gender, number, definite and
indefinite forms, position of stress, tone and pronunciation in the system of the
International Phonetic Associationagsuch other linguistic information as may lead to
the better understanding and use of names both nationally and internationally.

iz Consultation on the preparation of gazetteers
The Conference

Realizing the importance of international -@peraion and exchange of information between
countries,

Notingthe use to which information supplied by one country to another can be put,

Recommendshat before one country produces the gazetteer of another country there should be
active consultations betweéhe countries concerned.

11/35 Interim lists of standardized names
The Conference

Recognizinghat the final publication of full national gazetteers may not be immediately possible
in some countries,

Further recognizinghe necessity for having laasic stock of standardized names available for
international use,

Consideringthe keen interest expressed by various countries in abolishing exonyms and using
nationally standardized names, and in order to accelerate this process,

1. Recommendshat, h the interim, countries be encouraged to publish concise lists of
their names of geographical entities, including administrative divisions, within a reasonable time;
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2. Recommends furthehat, as far as possible, where these names are officially written

in a noarRoman script for which a romanization system has been agreed at the First or Second
United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, romanized names in
accordance with those systems should be included in the lists.

/2 Specifications for international gazetteers of countries

The Conference

Recognizingthat several countries have prepared or will prepare national gazetteers of their
standardized geographical names,

1. Recommendshat the title page and all necessanfprmation in this type of gazetteer
should be in the official language(s) of the country concerned and in one or more of the official
languages of the United Nations. The title page should contain the following details (blank
spaces to be filled in wittihe appropriate country name):

"United Nations Series of National Gazetteers

"Published by the (formal title of the authority on geographical names) of

"Adopted for oficial use by the (authority on geographical names) of

"Prepared, as far as possible, in accordance with the recommendations of the United Nations
concerning national gazetteers.";

2. Further recommenddbat in the introduction to this type of gazetteer reference should
be made to recommendation E of resolution 4 of the First United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names.

IV/I18  Combined treatment of toponymic data
The Confereng,

Noting that it has become increasingly difficult to separate the subjects of automated data
processing and gazetteers,

Recognizingthat automated data processing is just one means of creating a names information
file,

Further recognizinghat gazetters are merely one product of a names information file,
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Recommendghat future United Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical
Names and sessions of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names should
consider both subjectsnder the single agenda item "Toponymic data files, (a) creation, (b)
maintenance and (output, including gazetteer production”.

V/16 Publication of geographical names in their national official form

The Conference

Consideringhat a great amoumif knowledge and experience has been accumulated in the field
of the standardization of geographical names,

Noting that the resulting material must be collated and disseminated to all countries,

Awarethat several countries may already have publishegoeimnsive national gazetteers,

1. Recommendshat each country prepare maps, as well as lists of standardized names, in
accordance with resolution 35 of the Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization
of Geographical Names;

2. Also recommensithat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

co-ordinate national efforts along the lines recommended in resolution 35 of the Second
Conference, and report on progress made at future conferences.

11. BIBLIOGRAPHIES

1/5 Exchange ofinformation and preparation of bibliographies
The Conference

Recognizingthe enormous volume of geographical names to cover the world and the great
diversity of geographic nomenclature programmes from country to country,

Consideringthe advantages tthe States Members of the United Nations and members of its
specialized agencies and exchanging information relative both to strengthening their own names
programmes and to furthering international standardization of geographical names;

Recommendgshat tre United Nations Secretariat continue to serve as a documentation centre
where information can be collected and disseminated, bibliographies can be prepared and
distributed, and arrangements can be made for direct exchanges among Members States.



-57-

/15 Bibliography

The Conference

Noting that a bibliography of gazetteers and glossaries has been requested by the Group of
Experts,

Noting furtherthat such a bibliography has been brought near to completion by E. Meynen, the
Expert from the Federal Regitof Germany,

Recommendghat the bibliography upon completion be publishe@irld Cartography

V/9 United Nations publications
The Conference

Reaffirmingthe need for the international exchange of information on achievements in the field
of naional and international standardization of geographical names,

1. Notes with satisfactiorthe publication by the United Nations of volume XVIII of
World Cartography (in 1986), devoted to the subject of geographical names, which has been
distributed thraghout the world and greatly acclaimed by Member States;

2. Recommendshat the Department of Technical Gperation for Development of the
United Nations Secretariat be encouraged to increase its involvement in the preparation and co
ordination of United\ations publications that facilitate the exchange of information and transfer
of knowledge in the field of geographical names.

V/24 Semiannual information bulletin
The Conference
Notingthe need for a world information network relating to geogdigimames,

1. Recommendthat countries provide the United Nations Secretariat with information on
their activities related to geographical names;

2. Recommends alsathat a semannual information bulletin be prepared and
disseminated by the United Naris Secretariat to geographical names authorities and
cartographic agencies, giving information on (@) activities, such as training courses, new
publications and regional meetings, and (b) significant decisions on geographical names.
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12. EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE

1/6 Technical assistance

The Conference

Noting the important role which United Nations technical assistance has had and continues to
have in cartography,

Recognizinghe contribution which the United Nations has made and is making indtlas fi

1. Recommendghat in all cases where technical assistance experts in surveying and
mapping are at work, due attention should be given to the standardization of geographical names;

2. Further recommendthat individual countries or groups of cousfsiwithin the same

region or having common interests be encouraged to request, when necessary, technical
assistance in the form of training for their personnel, consultants and/or technical material and
information, which they consider important in fuliiliy their work programmes on the
standardization of geographical names.

11/20 Exchange of experience
The Conference

Consideringthe advisability of exchange of experience among those responsible for the
standardization of geographical names withgiven division and/or region,

Recommendsghat exchanges of visits between members of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names should be encouraged.

13. AUTOMATED DATA PROCESSING

1/3 Automatic data processing
The Conference

Recanizing the rapid advances being made in automatic data processing and the rapid
developments taking place in the field of computer technology,

Consideringhe value of the application of these technical aids in geographical names for various
purposes, folisting of geographical names to get a continuoushtougiate file of approved
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names, for special kinds of names, or for retrieving names according to special categories or
other demands,

Noting that it is desirable for the problem of geographical reartwe be properly taken into
account in the design of electronic equipment and in systems for its use,

1. Recommendthat all Member States already engaged in programmes of automatic data
processing or which have been involved in discussions on autonaaie data processing be
requested to exchange information, for which purpose it would be useful to submit the reports in
the official languages of the United Nations;

2. Further recommendbat names specialists establish and maintain working channels of
communication with the equipment designers, and that the results be circulated promptly to the
names authorities in the Member States;

3. Requestshat the Cartography Section of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs of the UnitedNations Secretaait serve as documentation centre where information and
documents with regard to automatic data processing could be collected and distributed,;

4, Further requestthe Secretargseneral to help to develop international standards in
relation to geographita@oding structures and procedural guidelines.

11/30 Application of data processing
The Conference

Consideringthe importance of resolution 3 on automatic data processing adopted by the First
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Noting furtherthe developing technical possibilities for overcoming the difficulties and risks
connected with the automatic data processing of geographical names,

Recommendgshat the application of data processing to geographical names be done carefully
with close ceoperation between the countries involved and with care being taken that the names

are not distorted or shortened in any way, e.g., with regard to diacritical marks or signs, upper
case and lowecase letters, and special characters.

"/ 3 Automated data processing
The Conferencge

Consideringthe importance of resolution 3 of the First Confereand resolution 30 of the
Second Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,
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Noting the plans for publishing gazetteers underabspices of the United Nations, including a
concise gazetteer of the world based on national standard names,

Recognizing the expanding use of automated data processsing for the management of
geographical names information and the production of gazetteers,

1. Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
consider the problem of compatibility of systems on geograpduce information (data

9 . . . .
elements]) compiled by different nations for gazetteers and automated data processingssyst

2. Further recommendshat the Group of Experts recognize the importance of the
compatibility of output media generated by automated data processing (such as magnetic tapes)
so that geographicame information may be made available to internatiosaisuin other than

the printed form.

IV/I18  Combined treatment of toponymic data
The Conference

Noting that it has become increasingly difficult to separate the subjects of automated data
processing and gazetteers,

Recognizingthat automated data pressing is just one means of creating a nhames information
file,

Further recognizinghat gazetteers are merely one product of a names information file,

Recommendshat future United Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical
Names and se®ns of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names should
consider both subjects under the single agenda item "Toponymic data files, (a) creation, (b)
maintenance and (output, including gazetteer production".

IV/I19  Exchange of informaion in automated data processing
The Conference

Noting the progress being achieved in the field of automated data processing of geographical
names,

Recognizinghe benefits of the exchange of information among nations in all matters concerning
geograpical names during the period between United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recommendshat all countries should send to the Cartography Section of the Natural Resources
and Energy Division of the Department of Techni€d-operation for Development of the
United Nations Secretariat reports concerning progress achieved in the collection, treatment,
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writing and publishing of geographical names, especially in the field of automated data
processing, so that a compendium ofoimation may be produced on an annual basis for
dissemination by the Cartography Section as seen fit.

V/17 Direct exchange of toponymic information between various computer systems

The Conference

Noting the progress made by several countries infigsld of computerassisted processing of
geographical names,

Also notingthe considerable effort invested in developing such methods, and assuming that an
increasing number of countries will avail themselves of those methods,

Recommendshat the United Hdtions Group of Experts on Geographical Names, in consultation
with countries that have already developed such methods, investigate the possibility of preparing

guidelines for direct communication with, and exchange of toponymic information between,
various computer systems.

VII/6 Toponymic data exchange formats and standards
The Conference

Recallingthat recommendation E of resolution 4 of the first United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names identifies the minimum caoftgatetteers,

Noting that at its eighteenth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names established the Working Group on Toponymic Data Exchange Formats and Standards,

Noting furtherthe report of the Working Group to the Seve@onferencé’

Recognizingthe potential for countries to promote the international use of their nationally
standardized names by digital means, including the Internet,

1. Recommendshat countries promote the international use of nationally standdrdize
names through publication and exchange of digital toponymic data, utilizing international text
encoding standards and a digital gazetteer format based on recommendation E of resolution 4;

2. Recommends furthethat the United Nations Group of Experts @eographical
Names liaise with the Unicode Consortium in order to inform that body of thesrtertling
requirements found in the field of toponymy and to promote the development of computer tools
to facilitate the digital exchange of geographical namfgmation.
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VII/9 Standardization of geographical names utilizing the Internet

The Conference

Recognizingthe potential of the Internet to promote and realize the goals and resolutions of the
United Nations Conferences on the Standardization ofagbical Names,

Recognizing furthethe importance of countries preserving their individual toponymic heritage
and promoting the international use of their nationally standardized names by all available
means, including the Internet,

Noting that the estblishment of toponymic Web sites on the Internet is technically achievable
now at low cost,

1. Recommendshat country toponymic Web sites be established and used for a variety
of purposes, including:

(a) Information on the standardization of geographitames;

(b) Toponymic guidelines;

(c) Information on training courses in toponymy;

(d) Nationally standardized names;

(e) Interactive capabilities for handling geographical hames enquiries;

() Facilitation of the international exchange of toponymic data

2. Recommends furthehat the UNGEGN secretariat establish an UNGEGN Web site;
3. Recommends furthethat the Working Group on Training Courses in Toponymy

consider the development of an Interbased training course in toponymy;

4, Recommends furtr that access to data included on toponymic Web sites be provided
free of charge in the interests of international standardization.

VIII/6  Integration of geographical names data into national and regional spatial data
infrastructures

The Conference,

Emphasizingthat standardized geographical names information is a crucial component of the
efficient development of national economies in all countries,

Noting that geographical names serve as a common means of accessirioigeation and
spatial data ifrastructures,

Recallingthat the Fifteenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the
Pacific, held in Kuala Lumpur in 2000, recognized the promotion of national and regional
geographical names standardization progranﬁhes,
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Recalling also that the Seventh United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for the
Americas, held in New York in 2001, recognized the importance of standardized and consistent
geographical names as a fundamental data set of national and regional spatial data
infrastructure$?

Recommendsthat standardized geographical names data should be considered in the
establishment of national and regional spatial data infrastructures and included in their design,
development and implementation.

VIII/7  Toponymic data exdhange formats and standards

The Conference,

Recalling that, in its resolution VII/6, the Seventh United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names recommended the digital exchange of nationally
standardized geographical names, and #stablishment of a liaison with the Unicode
Consortium,

Recalling alsothat, in its resolution VII/13, the Seventh United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names recommended the establishment of a liaison with the
International @ganization for Standardization,

Noting that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names has now established a
liaison with both the Unicode Consortium and the International Organization for Standardization,

Noting alsothat suitable intemtional standards for digital toponymic data exchange require
development,

Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names, through its

established liaison relationships with standards organizations, vigorously promote the
develgpment of international toponymic data exchange standards.

VIII/10 Toponymic data-collection procedures

The Conference,

Recallingthe importance of field collection of geographical names as conveyed in resolution 4,
recommendation B, of the First UniteNations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names, and as noted in resolution 27 of the Second Conference,

Recognizingthe rapidly developing requirement for highly accurate and complete geographical
names and associated information,

Noting the increasing demand for geographical names of all categories for use in a geographic
information system (GIS) environment as well as in specialized and-poufiose automated
databases,
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Recommendsthat Governments expand their existing dadHdection procedures for
geographical names, and establish procedures for collecting names from all acceptable sources so
as to be responsive to the needs of geographical names users.

IX/6 Geographical names database of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference

Recallingthat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names at its {sezmiyd
session, held in New York from 20 to 29 April 2004, recommended the development of an
authoritative database on country anajor city names,

Consideringhe ongoing efforts carried out by the secretariat of the Group of Experts, within the
United Nations Statistics Division, towards the building of a database that includes country
names and major city names of the world imatilingual, multiscriptural and geoeferenced
format,

Recognizingthat the availability of fundamental framework data sets on national administrative
divisions, as provided by the Second Administrative Level Boundaries (SALB) data set project
under he umbrella of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group (UNGIWG),
is crucial for the analysis and management of secmmomic phenomena,

Recommendsthat the United Nations Statistics Division, with the support of the United
Nations Cartoraphic Section for base maps and the Second Administrative Level
Boundaries project for administrative divisions data sets, work in collaboration with the
United Nations Group of Experts of Geographical Names and member States to further
develop, populatand maintain the geographical names database of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names, initially containing names of countries,
capitals and major cities.

IX/7 Dissemination of information concerning the origin and meaning of geagphical
names

The Conferencge
Recallingrecommendation B of resolution 1/4, adopted by the First United Nations Conference
on the Standardization of Geographical Names, which contained guidelines for research on the

written and spoken forms of geogragdlinames and of their meaning,

Recalling also resolution VII/9, adopted by the Seventh United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, which recognized the potential of the Internet to
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promote and realize the goals and resolgti@h the Conferences, and recommended that
countries create websites promoting their standardized names,

Noting that resolution VIII/9, adopted by the Eighth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, called for a greaterstadding of the significance of
geographical names with respect to local, regional and national heritage and identity,
Recognizingthat the meaning of a geographical name constitutes a valued aspect of heritage
information that is likely to enrich feelys of identity and at the same time promote awareness of
the universality of human naming activities,

Recommendthat, wherever possible, printed or wdised national gazetteers and databases

should include information on the origin and meaning of ggwgecal names, based on popular
and/or scientific sources, along with the associated technical information.

14. EXONYMS

11/28 Lists of exonyms (conventional names, traditional names)
The Conference
Desiringto facilitate the international standaation of geographical names,

Recognizingthat certain exonyms (conventional names, traditional names) form living and vital
parts of languages,

Recognizing furthethat certain exonyms (conventional names, traditional names) remain in the
language aftethe need for them has diminished,

Recommendghat national geographical names authorities prepare lists of exonyms currently
employed, review them for possible deletions, and publish the results.

11729 Exonyms

The Conference

Recognizinghe desiability of limiting the use of exonyms,

Recommendghat, within the international standardization of geographical names, the use of

those exonyms designating geographical entities falling wholly within one State should be
reduced as far and as quicklymsssible.
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The Conference

Recognizinghat exonyms are losing ground, even in national use,

1. Recommendghat in publications intended only for national use the reduction of
exonyms should be considered,

2. Further recommendbat in those casesh@re exonyms are retained, the local official
forms should be shown in addition as far as possible.

11/35 Interim lists of standardized names
The Conference

Recognizinghat the final publication of full national gazetteers may not be immediatesiijje
in some countries,

Further recognizinghe necessity for having a basic stock of standardized names available for
international use,

Consideringthe keen interest expressed by various countries in abolishing exonyms and using
nationally standarded names, and in order to accelerate this process,

1. Recommendshat, in the interim, countries be encouraged to publish concise lists of
their names of geographical entities, including administrative divisions, within a reasonable time;

2. Recommendsurtherthat, as far as possible, where these names are officially written
in a nonRoman script for which a romanization system has been agreed at the first or Second
United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, romanizedinames i
accordance with those systems should be included in the lists.

/18 Study of exonyms

The Conferencge

Noting that, in accordance with resolution 28 of the Second United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Nampsygress habeen made in the matter of exonyms in so

far as a number of countries have identified and prepared, or are preparing, lists of their own
exonyms,

Recognizing nevertheless, that progress has not been uniform in all countries,
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Further recognizinghat thereduction of both different types of languages and different linguistic
categories of exonyms require different approaches,

Recommendghat (a) The countries concerned continue to work on the preparation of provisional
lists of exonyms, singling out thessuitable for early deletion; (b) The Group of Experts
contribute to the exchange of information among the countries concerned on the results of the
studies of different categories of exonyms made by those countries.

/19 Lists of exonyms
The Confeence

Consideringthat resolution 28 of the Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization
of Geographical Names calls for each country to prepare a list of exonyms currently employed,

Noting the definitigg of the word "exonym" given in the doeent E/CONF.69/L.1, worked out
by that Conference,

Further notingthat the implementation of resolution 28 in its present form must result in
enormous lists of doubtful value,

Recommendsthat the lists referred to in resolution 28 should not conthin fbllowing
categories of exonyms: those differing from the official name only by the omission, addition or
alteration of diacritics or the article; those differing from the official name by declension or
derivation; those created by the translation géaeric term.

IV/20  Reduction of exonyms
The Conference

Noting that, in accordance with resolutions 18 and 19 of the Third United Nations Conference on
the Standardization of Geographical Nanfagther progress has been made in the reduction of
thenumber of exonyms used and a number of States have prepared lists of their own exonyms,

Realizingthat the reduction of exonyms used has not been carried out with the same intensity by
all States,

Realizing furthethat the methods and principles ainad reduction of the number of exonyms
used should constantly be reviewed for expeditious implementation of the resolution and
understanding that not all countries can govern the content of maps and atlases published within
their territories,

Recommendshat exonyms giving rise to international problems should be used very sparingly
and published in parenthesis with the nationally accepted standard name.
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V/13 Precedence of national official forms of geographical names

The Conference

Recalling resolutbn 28 of the Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Namesnd resolution 20 of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names,

Noting that progress has been made in reducing the useoaf/es in cartography and related
fields,

Observingthat the reduction in the use of exonyms is being carried out at different rates in
different countries,

Consideringthat many public and private organizations other than names authorities play a
significant and effective role in the dissemination of foreign place names,

1. Recommendsa further reduction in the use of exonyms;

2. Recommends more specifically, that countries intensify their efforts to persuade
private and public organizations, sucheaBicational institutions, transport companies and the
media, to reduce the use of exonyms in their publications or, at least, to increase the use of
geographical names in their local standardized form (that is, endonyms);

3. Also recommendghat, where eanyms are used in publications, maps and other
documents, precedence be given to national official names.

VIII/4  Working Group on Exonyms of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

The Conference,

Recalling resolutions 28, 29, 31 dn38 of the Second United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names, resolutions 18 and 19 of the Third Conference, resolution
20 of the Fourth Conference and resolution 13 of the Fifth Conference, as well as resolutions 4 and
10 of the First Conference, resolution 35 of the Second Conference, resolution 7 of the Third
Conference and resolution 4 of the Fourth Conference,

Noting that, notwithstanding the general goal of limiting the use of exonyms, in several countries
there has beeatendency to increase their number,

Recognizing that measures such as the categorization of exonym use, the publication of
pronunciation guides for endonyms, and the formulation of guidelines ensuring a politically
sensitive use of exonyms would helptte reduction of the number of exonyms,

Recommendshe establishment of a Working Group on Exonyms of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names, with the aim of preparing such measures as mentioned above.



-69-

15. ROMANIZATION/GENERAL

1/9 A single romanization system

The Conference

Consideringthe duplication and confusion arising from the existence of different romanization
systems based on the phonetic structure of the receiver languages,

1. Recommendshat efforts should be made torige at an agreement on a single
romanization system, based on scientific principles, from eactiRnaran alphabet or script, for
international application;

2. Further recommendthat a special working group under the responsibility of the
proposed UnitedNations Permanent Committee of Experts on Geographical Names should
concentrate on this subject with a view to making a comparative study of the various
romanization systems and to analysing their advantages and disadvantages as media for
standardizatiowf geographical names;

3. Further recommendshat this special working group should consider the views
expressed by various international and national bodies, and seek ways to accomplish the adoption
of a single romanization system from each -Rwman alpabet or script for international
application as soon as may be possible.

1/10 Diacritical signs which accompany letters of the Roman alphabet

The Conference

Recognizingthat the accents and diacritical signs which accompany the Roman alphabgt lette

of many languages are an integral part of the spelling of these languages, in which they express
such essential features as the tonic accent, the length and degree of openness of vowels, and
other significant aspects of pronunciation and meaning,

Recommendsthat in international use all geographical names officially written in these alphabets

by the countries concerned should remain unmodified and keep their distinguishing marks, even,
and indeed patrticularly, when they are written in capital letters.

/13 Publication of romanization systems
The Conference

Having adopted number of systems for the romanization of various alphabets for international
cartography,
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Recommendshat these be published by the United Nations in a botikletide dissenination
to its Members.

/25 Single romanization system for each nofRoman writing system

The Conference

Noting that in preparing a single romanization system for a number of important languages no
progress has yet been made since the SeconddUs@tons Conference on the Standardization

of Geographical Names,

Noting furtherthat this state of affairs results mainly from the fact that countries in which those
languages are spoken have not yet taken part in the sessions of the United NatignefGrou
Experts on Geographical Names and the United Nations conference on the standardization of
geographical names,

Recognizinghe desirability of preparing a romanization system for those languages,

Recommendgshat the United Nations Group of Experts Geographical Names take up this
matter.

IV/15  Guidelines for the consideration of romanization systems

The Conference

Recognizinghe need to ensure maximum stability of romanization systems,
Notingthat guidelines governing the consideration ohanization systems are desirable,

Further notingthe principle that international standardization should be based on national
standardization,

1. Recommendsthat new romanization systems for international use should be
considered only on condition thabet sponsoring nations implement such systems on their
cartographic products (maps and charts);

2. Further recommendshat States should refrain from revising systems previously
adopted for international use.

IV/16  Guidelines for the achievement of sysins of romanization

The Conference
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Reaffirmingthe validity of resolution 9, adopted by the First United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names,achieving a single romanization system for each non
Roman writing system,

Recoaizing, however, the difficulties involved in arriving at romanization systems agreeable to
all countries,

Consideringthat suitable consultations are desirable, particularly within the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names,

Recommendgshat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names, at its next
session should request the Working Group on a Single Romanization System for each Non
Roman Writing System to discuss any system that might be submitted to it and to report its
findings to the Group of Experts at its following session.

IX/8 Implementation of Romanization systems by sponsoring countries
The Conference

Recalling that resolution IV/15, adopted by the Fourth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geogphical Names, called for the considerationrahanization systems

only on condition that the sponsoring nation or nations implement such systems on their own
national cartographic products,

Reaffirming the general principle set out in the same resmiutihat systems adopted for
international use should not be revised,

Recognizing however that, subsequent to the international adoptionrofhanization system,
the sponsoring nation or nations may, for reasons unforeseen at the time of adoptioenexperi
difficulty in achieving national implementation of that system,

Recommendghat the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names be able to
reconsider the relevance of any internationally adopdetanization system that hast been
officially implemented by the sponsoring nation or nations within ten years following the
adoption of the relevant resolution, or that is no longer implemented by that nation or those
nations after that same period of time.

16. ROMANIZATION BY LANGUAGES

/11 Diacritical signs which accompany letters of the Arabic alphabet
The Conference

Recognizingthat modern practice has come to require the rendition of Arabic alphabet
geographical names in terms of standard, that is, classical forms,
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Recommends that Arabic-speaking countries provide as soon as possible complete
documentation for all geographical names, including the provision of all vowels and the notation
of unvowelled and double consonants by means of the Arabic diacritical marks such as vowel
points, shaddahs, hamzehs andujuks.

1/12 Romanization of Arabic geographical names

The Conference

Noting the romanization system currently being employed in the transliteration of names for
official romanized maps of some Arakipeaking countries, sh@s Libya and Saudi Arabia,

Noting furtherthe different romanization system being used in the current mapping of other
Arabic-speaking countries, such as Lebanon and Syria,

Recognizinghe variety of systems being used in other Arapieaking countrs

Recommendshat those Arabispeaking countries which intend to produce romanized maps or
gazetteers for official use investigate the possibility of agreeing on a single system for the
romanization of Arabic geographical names for official use in allbfc-speaking countries, or
alternatively, if a single romanization system proves to be impracticable, that the use of two
systems only be considered, one based on the French system of transliteration and the second on
the English.

/13 Romanization of lranian geographical names
The Conference

Noting that Iran has officially adopted and used for many years a system for romanizing Iranian
geographical names from Persian script,

Noting furtherthat this system is in consonance with scientific linguiptinciples relating to
transference between writing systems,

Recommendshat the system set forth by the Government of Iran in the publication entitled, in
its English versionTransliteration of Farsi Geographic Names to Latin Alphafi#&tptember

1966 be adopted as the international system for the romanization from Persian script of Iranian
geographical names.

/14 Romanization of Thai geographical names
The Conference

Recognizinghe modified general system currently being officially employethé transcription
of geographical names from Thai characters into Roman,



-73-

Noting the application of that system for the official bilingual map of Thailand,

Noting furtherthat there is no competing system for the romanization of Thai,

Recommendshe aaption of the modified general system of the Royal Institute of Thaﬁ?aml
the international system for the romanization of Thai geographical names.

I/15 Romanization of Chinese geographical names
The Conference

Recognizingthe extremely complexature of the problems connected with the romanization of
Chinese characters,

Recognizing furtherthe need to adopt a single system for the romanization of Chinese
geographical names,

1. Recommendshat the attention of the proposed United Nations Permiaddemmittee

of Experts on Geographical Names be drawn to the romanization system at present used by the
Government of China for the romanization of its official maps, books and other documents
dealing with geographical names in relation to other romaaizaystem;

2. Further recommend$ie proposed United Nations Permanent Committee of Experts on
Geographical Names to consider the suitability of this system for acceptance as the standard
system for the romanization of Chinese geographical names.

/17 Transliteration of Amharic into the Roman alphabet
The Conference

Recognizinghe need to adopt a single system for the transliteration of Amharic into the Roman
alphabet,

Recommendshat the Amharigo-English transliteration system to be adoptedhsy Ethiopian
national geographical names authority be considered by the proposed United Nations Permanent

Committee of Experts on Geographical Names for acceptance as the standard international
system for the writing of Ethiopian geographical names irRibman alphabet.

/5 Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabet
The Conference

Noting that Bulgaria has officially adopted and used for a number of years a system for
romanizing Bulgarian geographical names from the Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabet,
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Noting alsothat asubstantial body of Bulgarian geographical names currently exists in terms of
the BGN/PCGN 1952 transliteration system for Bulgarian Cyrillic,

Recommendghat the system set forth by the Council on Orthography and Transcription of
Geographical Names irtsi English versionSystem of Transliteration and Transcription of
Bulgarian Geographical Names in Roman Lettég®fia, 1972), with the addition of certain
alternative romanizations for particular Bulgarian Cyrillic characters to be used only as a group,
be adopted as the international system for the romanization of Bulgarian geographical names
from Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabet.

ANNEX to 11/5
L. Aa a 127055 ! 23 Huo ¢
2 b6 p 13 Mm m 24 Yu g
3. Bb v 4. Hp o 25. O e %
4 I'r g 15. 0o 0 26. I 1y oy
5. 1T n d 16. IT u P 2. b s i
6. Ec e 1. Pp T 8. b
7.8 k3 18. Cc s 2. 10110 4
8. 31 z 19. Tt t 30. 4 = ja
9. M i i 20. 'V v u 31. Bl nI y
10 i j 21. b (i) f 32. B i) ja_ or e
. Kk k 220Xx b 3B ARXX 3

The following alternatives are permitted, but only as a group :

7. K s zh 25 1l mr sh 29. 10 10 yu
10. Uity 26. 11 u1x sht 30, A 5 ya
2. Xx kh 2. b1 1 322 b1t yaoret

-~

23. 11 u ts 28. b b * 33. A XK u
24. I y ch

* If pronunciation is known, otherwise ye.

11/6 Cyrillic alphabets of Yugoslavia
The Conference

Recognizinghat two scripts &ve long been in official use in Yugoslavia, i.e., the Roman and the
Cyrillic scripts,

Recognizing furthethat in Yugoslavia romanization is carried out in official gazetteers and maps
in accordance with a uniform system,

Recommendghat the system assed in the official publicationmenik Mesta(Gazetteer of
inhabited places) published by the Federal Statistical Office, Belgrade, latest edition 1971, be
adopted as the international system for the romanization of the Cyrillic alphabets officially used
in Yugoslavia for Yugoslav geographical names.
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" Romanization of the Amharic alphabet

The Conference

Recognizinghe need to adopt a single system for the transliteration of Amharic into the Roman
alphabet,

Recommendshat theAmharic to English Trasliteration Systen{2nd revised edition, August
1962) adopted by the Imperial Ethiopian Mapping and Geography Institute be accepted as the

standard international system for the writing of Ethiopian geographical names in the Roman
alphabets.

/8 Romanization of Arabic geographical names
The Conference

Considering resolutions 11 and 12 of the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization
of Geographical Names,

Noting the system adopted by the Arabic experts at thSe conference held atiBé&®utl, which
is reproduced in the annex to document E/CONF.Glﬁ_.??,

Further notingthe practical amendments carried out and agreed upon by the representatives of
the Arabiespeaking countries at their conference,

Recommendsthe adoption of the amendieBeirut system, as shown in the annex to

E/CONF.61/L.77, for the romanization of the geographical names within those Apzking
countries where this system is officially acknowledged.

19 Romanization of Hebrew geographical names
The Conference

Noting that the6 romanization system described in footnotes 1 and 2 to document
E/CONF.61/L.152, has been accepted and legalized by the Government of Israel,

Noting furtherthat a substantial body of toponymy exists in terms of this system,

Recommendghe adoption of this system for the romanization of geographical names in Israel for
international use.
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11/10 Romanization of Khmer geographical names

The Conference

Recognizinghe need to adopt a single system for the romanization of the Khmtiegvsystem,

Recommendshat the system set out in document E/CONF.61/L.5/A(§<§I.&8 accepted as the
standard international system for the writing of Khmer geographical names in the Roman
alphabet.

/11 Transliteration into Roman and Devanagari ofthe languages of the Indian group
The Conference

Referringto paragraph (c) of recommendation D, Multilingual areas, contained in resolution 4
adopted by the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Consideringhe need to romanize the geographical names of the official languages of the Indian
group for use in international cartography,

Recommendshat the tables ofransliteration into Roman and Devanagari of the Languages of

the Indian Group28 with the exceptiorof Sinhala and the note regarding Tamil, be adopted for
the romanization of the alphabets of the languages of the Indian group.

/8 Romanization of Chinese geographical names
The Conference

Recognizinghat the Scheme for a Chinese Phonetic Algh#&China'’s official Roman alphabet
scheme and that the Rules for the Transliteration of Chinese Place Names with the Chinese
Phonetic Alphabet have been drawn up in China,

Noting that the Scheme for a Chinese Phonetic Alphabet is linguistically sowhdsamost
suitable for the romanization of Chinese geographical names, that an Atlas of the People's
Republic of China in Chinese Phonetic Spelling, a Gazetteer of Chinese Geographical Names in
Chinese Phonetic Spelling (with the usual spellings in Emgksd other materials have been
published in China and that the scheme is already in extensive use.

Consideringthe full possibility of adopting the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet (Pinyin) for the
romanization of Chinese geographical names internationallyughr a suitable transitional
period,

Recommendsthat the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet (Pinyin) be adopted as the international
system for the romanization of Chinese geographical names.
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11/9 Romanization of Arabic characters

The Conference

Consideringthe importance attached to establishing a single system for the transliteration of
Arabic into Roman,

Consideringthe effort achieved with respect to transliteration and the results obtained by the
Beirut Conference (1971) and the modifications attacbethé¢ Beirut Systems at the Second
United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Noting the technical and practical difficulties met with in the application of the amended Beirut
29

System,

Recommenddhat the Arabic division méeand discuss the Moroccan proposal to arrive at a

solution to be presented at the eighth session of the United Nations Group of Experts of
Geographical Names.

/10 Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabet
The Conference

Consideringhat resolution 5 of the $end United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names is no longer appropriate,

Recommendthat it be replaced as follows:

"The Conference

"Noting that in 1972 Bulgaria adopted the System of Transliteration and Transcription of
Bulgarian Geographical Names into Roman Letters, produced by the Council of Orthography and

Transcription of Geographical Names, Sofia, which has been in use since that time,

"Consideringthat a great number of Bulgarian geographical names have beentdratesi in
accordance with that system,

"Recognizingalso that for the Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabet only one single standardized system
meets the requirements of the international standardization of geographical names,

"Recommendshat the System of Traligration and Transcription of Bulgarian Geographical
Names into Roman letters, as shown in the annex below, be adopted as the international system
for the romanization of Bulgarian geographical names."
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"ANNEX to I1/10

1Aa A e " Hux K k 21 ®g F ¢
2B6 B b 12 Na LI 22 X x H h
3Bs V v 13 M Mm 23 HHy C ¢
ATrr Gg 14 Hu Nn 24 yy C ¢
6Ada Dd 1B Oo Oec 26 Ww $ i
6Ee E o 18 Nn P p 26 LW S i
72 WMm Z i Y. Pp R 27 be A &
83s Zz: 1B Cc Ss 28bs J |
9 Un b 9. T+ T ¢t 20. Ow Ju ju
10 Aa J | 20Yy Uwuv B30Aa Jj

/11 Serbo-Croatian and Macedonian Cyrillic alphabets of Yugoslavia
The Conference

Recognizingthe need for elaboration of resolution 6 of the Second United Nations Conference
on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

Recognizing furthethat n Yugoslavia the romanization of the Sef®watian and Macedonian
cyrillic alphabets has long been employed in official gazetteers and maps,

Recommendshat the systems that are given in the annex to this resolution be adopted as the
international system for the romanization of Serlieroatian and Macedonian geographical
names in Yugoslavia.
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ANNEX to I11/11



